Monday March 13, 2006

DESHAUN L. TAYLOR B.B.A.

THE EXPERIENCE

Good evening, my name is DeShaun Taylor, and I’d like to tell you about my experience with SSP, and how SSP changed my life.

I was born in the South Bronx, NY. in mid-December 1980 

The Crack Epidemic was destroying an inner city that was already victimized by extreme conditions of poverty. 

If that was not enough I was entering the world to find myself under child welfare supervision as a 2nd generation foster child. 

At the age of 2 ½ years old I found myself moving from home to home and one school after the next with each move.  By the time I finished 7th grade I had been in 10 different schools,

 I did not have an opportunity to make any childhood friends because of the constant movement, and it made it very difficult for me to advance in my education .

In the fall of ’93, after having been with a Foster family for the past 2 ½ years I was moved into a Group-Home & another new school; I.S. 131 in the Bronx:

 Upon entering the 8th grade I was placed in special education classes; I guess they thought this kid is in foster care that is the right placement for him… 

Newsflash! They were wrong! But I had to fight hard to get anyone to listen to me and finally I 

entered into the regular class setting. 

At that point I met a man who would be placed in my life for a specific plan and purpose. 

Mr. Reggerio, a guidance counselor at my school would only be in my life for 8 months & I never saw him again, but he helped change the course of my life. 

He saw my potential and he asked me, “You really want to do well don’t you?”, and I answered “Yes Sir” 

and Mr. Reggerio asked if I would be interested in attending a private high school with someone to mentor me, and I told him I would, and that’s how I was introduced to the SSP opportunity. I made an immediate and aggressive decision to pursue that application process with Mr. Reggerio.

I realized that this was my only shot… my only chance to make a better life for myself and be in a position to help my family in the future!

I knew that if I did not get into a school through SSP I was headed to Stevenson H.S. in the Bronx, which had over 5000 students and was labeled the worst high school in all of New York City hands down period!

Before I even entered Stevenson I was told by the doubters that it would take me 5 or 6 years to graduate, and that was even if I ever finished!

I took that personally; It made me hot with anger & then I was ready to prove them all wrong,

 and that’s why I was so determined to get into SSP, and so happy when I found out I would be attending St Raymond High School for boys in the Bronx.

When I entered SSP everything began to change for me.  

First I met my Sponsors Chauncey and Alexa Parker.  Chauncey was an Assistant United States Attorney, and Alexa was in real estate, but somehow they found time for me in their lives. 

 Living in a Group Home I never knew what it was like to spend time with family for Thanksgiving and Christmas, or have someone take you out for your birthday, but thanks to Chauncey and Alexa , I learned what it was like to have that kind of love and support. 

 I know other students might feel this way, but I feel that I 

had the best Sponsors in all of SSP… 

Even with the help of Chauncey and Alexa, life in the group home while attending St. Ray’s was not easy. 

To say the least, it was not the type of environment where people wanted to help you to do better, and it was a hard place to live.

  I had many fights in the group home, my clothes were stolen a number of times, and my schoolwork would also get destroyed.

 Chauncey and Alexa let the school know what was going on at the Group Home, and  St. Ray’s became a refuge for me.  

I would go to school early in the morning and the janitors would let me in before anyone else was there, 

and they would let me stay late until 6-7 at night so that I could do my work, and sometimes the teachers would even bring dinner for me. 

 When I had all my possessions stolen, St. Rays called all the parents and collected clothes for me, and they even let me set up a closet at the school, so my things wouldn’t get stolen. 

  I can speak about it now, and put it in perspective, but at the time I was angry and it was tough because I was trying so hard, and a lot of people in the Group Home weren’t even going to school.

But I was determined to get involved with every activity that would keep me at school and away from the Group home, 

so I joined Student Gov’t, and played soccer, and managed the basketball team, and did community service volunteering for God’s Love We Deliver and delivering meals to AIDS patients,

 and I guess it all paid off because in 1998 I was named the St. Raymond’s Student of the Year.

Chauncey and Alexa wanted more for me  than just to do well at St. Ray’s.  They really pushed me and gave me permission to dream and step-up and step forward.  

They let me know that I could go on to college and have a life of success, even though I was starting in a group home,

 and so I applied to college and was accepted into The College of Mount Saint Vincent, and I was accepted to the Higher Educational Opportunity Program (HEOP). 

Thanks to SSP I had the opportunity to take advantage of college program that assisted upward bound young men and women in need. The positive outcome was a B.B.A. with a concentration in accounting and finance.  And in 2001 I was named the HEOP student of the year.

At present I am working for the New York City Administration for Children’s Services. (ACS) It great to be able to give back! 

But I am Dreaming again, this past summer I served as an intern for Senator Clinton, and I’m working on the development of an E-Commerce web based business.

I am making inroads for a run at Law School for the fall of ’07: I will be looking to secure a full-fellowship to attend Law School. 

I believe it will happen, and I look forward to a time in my life when I am able to give back directly to those who most need it. 

Ladies and Gentlemen: It has been a great honor and privilege to be able to share with you my story this evening. 

I truly believe that without Chauncey , Alexa, and SSP I would not have been able to get to where I am today, they gave me the proper support system to get access to the doors of opportunity. 

And let me tell you one thing: I’m just getting started.

My hope is that having heard my story tonight that you will open up your hearts, and give another at-risk young person a chance at an incredible future. 

By becoming a Sponsor you can place them on the road to a better life, and the student you work with might have the power to change your life as well.

Thank you.

