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Grant Application - Round 2

Program-specific questions: Children's Scholarship Fund

There is no limit on pages or attachments for this section; we encourage you to send as much information as you have available.  Please be sure that each the filename of each attachment includes a clear identifier (a name or number) so that you can refer to the attachment unambiguously, elsewhere in your application.

Please send all materials electronically to grants@clearfund.org if possible.  If necessary, you can also mail materials to The Clear Fund at 272 9 St #1 / Brooklyn, NY 11215, but we prefer electronic submissions and have no need of hard copies.

I. Scholarship recipients.  Please attach information on the following for each of your last five sets of entering scholarship recipients (i.e., students who received a scholarship for the first time):

A. Number of students at each grade level.

B. Breakdown of recipients by household size/income classification (i.e., how many qualified for up to 25% tuition, how many qualified for up to 50% tuition, etc.)

C. Attendance rates of students in the year prior to receiving a scholarship.

D. Disciplinary records of students in the year prior to receiving a scholarship.

E. Proficiency in reading and math, in the year prior to receiving a scholarship.  Please specify how many were at proficiency levels 1, 2, 3, and 4 on both reading and math.

II. Public schools.  

A. Please provide a complete breakdown of how many scholarship recipients attended each public school (prior to receiving a scholarship), for as many years as are available.

B. Please attach as much information as possible on these public schools, including:

1. Number of students in each grade.

2. Average class size.

3. Breakdown by ethnicity and gender of student body.

4. Proportion of students eligible for the federal free lunch program.

5. Proportion of students eligible for the federal reduced-price lunch program.

6. Student body's average daily attendance rate.

7. Proportion of students at proficiency levels 1,2,3, or 4 in math and reading.

III. Schools attended.  

A. Please provide a complete breakdown of how many scholarship recipients attended each private school (i.e., how many scholarships were paid to each private school), for as many years as are available.

B. Do the schools listed in part (A) above have enrollment limits?  If so, how do they determine who can enroll (in the event of oversubscription)?

C. Please provide as much information as is available about the schools listed under part (A) above, including:

1. Number of students in each grade.

2. Average class size.

3. Breakdown by ethnicity and gender of student body.

4. Proportion of students eligible for the federal free lunch program.

5. Proportion of students eligible for the federal reduced-price lunch program.

6. Student body's average daily attendance rate.

7. Proportion of students at proficiency levels 1,2,3, or 4 in math and reading.

8. Any available information about later academic outcomes for students, such as high school graduation rates, 2- and 4-year college matriculation rates, and college performance (including college graduation rates).

IV. Outcomes for scholarship recipients.  Please provide the following information about eventual academic outcomes for your scholarship recipients, going back as many years as possible, including the following:

A. What proportion graduated from high school.

B. What proportion enrolled in 2- and 4-year colleges.

C. What colleges these students enrolled in.

D. Any available information about college performance, including graduation rates.

V. Evidence of impact.  Please attach all available evidence for the general impact of attending non-public (private or charter) schools on academic outcomes (test scores, graduation rates, college matriculation rates, college graduation rates, etc.)  We are particularly interested in studies that use an experimental or quasi-experimental design, to examine whether private-school attendees outperform similar students who attend public school.

General information about your organization

Please send all materials electronically to grants@clearfund.org if possible.  If necessary, you can also mail materials to The Clear Fund at 272 9 St #1 / Brooklyn, NY 11215.

I. General information.  Please provide the following information in a single file, electronic if possible, with a filename that includes your EIN and "CAUSE 4 ROUND 2 – GENERAL INFORMATION":

A. Mission statement.

B. Number of paid full-time staff, number of paid part-time staff, number of volunteers.

C. Your organization’s relationships — both formal and informal — with other organizations working to meet the same needs or providing similar services. Please explain how you differ from these other agencies.  

II. Attachments.  Please provide each of the following; please make sure that each attachment is clearly labeled with your name and EIN.

A. Most recent financial statement, audited if available.

B. Organization-wide operating expense budgets for the current and most recent fiscal year.

C. List of foundation and corporate supporters and all other sources of income, with amounts, for your current and most recent fiscal year.

D. List of your Board of Directors, with their affiliations.

E. Copy of your most recent IRS letter indicating your agency's tax exempt status, or, if not available, an explanation.

F. One-paragraph resumes of key staff, including qualifications.

G. Most recent annual report, if available.

III. Confidentiality.  Please be specific about any part of this application that you would like to remain confidential.  We believe transparency and public accountability are extremely important, and in general we have a preference to recommend and fund charities that are committed to sharing the details of their work as much as possible.  However, this commitment is only one factor in our decision-making process, and we will respect any requests you make regarding confidentiality.
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