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731502797 Cause 2 Attachment

for proposal “Banking for the Poor” in Africa
Client Success Story: Awawu Umoru
Mrs. Awamu Umoru is a registered member of Elele union in LAPO’s Jattu branch. She is a widow and a mother of six children. 
Mrs. Umont registered as a LAPO member in February 1996. From all indications she was among the poorest of the poor when she joined. Before joining LAPO she was trading on yarn tubers and fermented cassava on a very small scale. She has no financial support from any other sources.

With the business size the profit margin was very small and life difficult. Only two of the six children were attending poorly funded public schools. The family had no choice over what they ate as food but what their lean financial resources could afford. So, symptoms of malnutrition associated with unattended ill health characterized their lives.

	Currently, she has enough capital to enable her to buy in bulk at a cheaper rate, especially taking due advantage of the wares in-season. Her profit margin has widened tremendously. This now translates to a higher standard of living. The nutritional level of the family food intake has improved as they now have a choice about what they eat.


When she joined LAPO in 1996 she got N 5,000 (US $50) as her first loan and was invested in her business. Her second loan was N 10,000 (US $100) in 1998 and the third loan was N15,000 (US $ 150) in 1999 respectively. These enabled Mrs. Umoru to turn the yam and cassava business into a larger one. She also added cooked bean puree and maize pap.

She also took Christmas business loans of N 15,000 (US $150) in November 1998 to exploit the advantage of yuletide period business boom. In 1999, she accessed N 20, 000 (US $200) as a regular loan to further bloat her business volume to higher scale.

Currently, she has enough capital to enable her to buy in bulk at a cheaper rate, especially taking due advantage of the wares in-season. Her profit margin has widened tremendously. This now translates to a higher standard of living. The nutritional level of the family food intake has improved as they now have a choice about what they eat.

The social status of the woman and her children has also been positively affected. The children now attend a choice school for which Mrs. Umoru can afford the fees with ease. Mrs. Umoru testimonies to how her life has been bettered by microcredit.
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