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The Burning Global Health Crisis Index

New cases of severe burns from fires every year, worldwide: 6.6 million

Women who receive a severe fire burn each year: 3.8 million;

who are diagnosed with HIV or AIDS: 3.8 million

School-aged children who die of fires each year: 34,180; of tuberculosis: 33,182; of malaria: 15,633

Chances a Southeast Asian will suffer from a severe fire burn or get HIV/AIDS: 3 to 1.

Number of years Interplast has provided reconstructive surgery for burn victims: 38

Number of urban poor in Asia, Africa and Latin America who live in homes where open cooking fires and kerosene lamps are the norm: 600 million

Chances a person in Africa will receive a severe burn: 1 in 676; in the Americas: 1 in 5,396

School-aged girls who die of fires every day in Southeast Asia: 27; 

of tuberculosis, HIV/AIDS and malaria combined: 24

Number of women who suffer a traumatic acid burn in Bangladesh each month: 4
Number of women who suffered a traumatic acid burn in Bangladesh each week two years ago: 7

Number of Interplast surgical outreach centers providing year-round surgical care for burn victims: 12; 

in Southeast Asia: 5

Productive years school-aged girls lose due to disabling fire burns: 1.4 million;

to tuberculosis: 820,000; to malaria: 600,000

Years African children lose because of disabling burns: 1.6 million; to tuberculosis: 1.5 million

Productive years lost by Southeast Asian females due to fire burns: 4.6 million; 

to HIV/AIDS 3 million; to malaria: 1.3 million

by Southeast Asian girls because of fire burns: 841,000; 

because of tuberculosis, HIV/AIDS and malaria combined: 533,000 

Percentage of disabled children in developing countries who attend school: 3

Percentage of Interplast’s work related to burns: 33

Chances a person will suffer from a severe fire burn each year: 1 in 946; with HIV: 1 in 1,199

Number of plastic surgeons in Sri Lanka: 6; in Zambia: 1; in Ghana: 6; Bangladesh: 15; Mali: 0

Average per capita annual health care expenditure in the countries where Interplast works: $67;

in the United States: $5,274

Number of surgeries Interplast has performed to help 
those who survive burns to lead more normal lives again: 8,775; 

Source:  World Health Organization’s Health Revised Global Burden of Disease (GBD) 2002 Estimates and Interplast records. For more information on the global health crisis of burns or Interplast, please visit www.interplast.org 

or contact Sara Anderson at sara@interplast.org.
