World Hope International

Program Descriptions

Preface
World Hope International (WHI) seeks to create holistic development among the communities in which it is involved. This holistic characteristic is translated into multiple overlaps between programs. For example, much of the activities listed under Community Health occur within the Community Orphan Trusts (COT), activities listed under education are implemented through Hope for Children and Hope Corps, etc. WHI believes that these overlaps contribute to its overall mission. However, WHI defines its activities under specific program areas in order to give a comprehensive description of each aspect of development.
Anti-Trafficking

World Hope International’s (WHI) Anti-Trafficking Program seeks to care for survivors of human trafficking and prevent others from being trafficked. WHI has two centers, one in Hong Kong and one in Cambodia, to care for women who have been trafficked. Both are short term centers that work in partnership with other non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and community groups to care for survivors’ long term needs. It also has a rapid response program in Sierra Leone to care for immediate care (up to one week) for survivors before they return home or are referred to long-term facilities. Public awareness is critical to prevent human trafficking. WHI actively engages the public through training caregivers of trafficking survivors, law enforcement, and community groups. It also creates networks between government offices, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and community groups to be able to respond to reported cases of human trafficking. In the US, WHI conducts trainings, speaks at churches, universities and conferences to reach the masses with the plea to help end human trafficking. These initiatives command action from those who can help and give hope to those who are at risk. 
WHI implements anti-trafficking programs in Cambodia, Liberia, Sierra Leone, and South Africa. It has shelters for women and girls in Cambodia and Liberia. 
Microfinance

World Hope International’s (WHI) Microfinance Program loans business capital to the entrepreneurial poor to run their micro businesses as an approach to economic development. The small loans are generally between $50 and $200 and are issued through local microfinance institutions (MFIs). The profit from these businesses often represents the only source of income for people who are on the edge of absolute poverty. These loans create jobs, support long-term self-sufficiency and advance the general welfare in communities experiencing economic need. Part of the task of the microfinance program is to raise awareness for economic justice in the US and abroad through promotional materials and speaking engagements with the public. 
WHI runs microfinance programs in Cambodia, Indonesia, Liberia, and Sierra Leone. It is opening a new MFI in Egypt.

HIV/AIDS

The aim of World Hope International’s (WHI) HIV/AIDS program is to prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS and care for those who are infected, especially orphans and vulnerable children (OVC). WHI’s core HIV prevention program is Reach4Life (R4L), a 40-lesson, faith-based, peer-led HIV/AIDS program targeted at youth in middle and high school. R4L encourages youth to abstain from sex and make healthy life choices. R4L also has a public awareness component in its overseas and US programs. Large youth rallies overseas, called HopeFest, bring thousands of youth together for an event involving music, testimonies, and teachings, and provide opportunities for youth to make a pledge for purity. WHI representatives in the US send out brochures and speak at public events to encourage American youth to support their peers overseas in their decisions to live healthy lives. 
WHI’s main strategy for caring for HIV/AIDS affected families is through Community Orphan Trusts (COT). Caregivers in COT communities care for the needs of the OVC and provide home-based care for those infected with HIV/AIDS. WHI deals with psychosocial needs of HIV-positive community members through the creation of memory books. Income generating livelihood projects such as sewing and tailoring contribute income to the community which is in turn used to support those living with HIV/AIDS. WHI sends out informational materials and speaks at public events to engage the public in issues of HIV/AIDS. WHI also has a large HIV/AIDS prevention and care program in Haiti where it works with five local Haitian partners to serve OVC and caregivers that are affected by HIV/AIDS.
WHI’s COT programs operate in Malawi, Mozambique, and Zambia. Its R4L program is operational in Zambia and Haiti. 
Rural Development
World Hope International (WHI) engages the rural poor in water and sanitation, agriculture, and animal husbandry programs to enable them to escape extreme poverty. A key component of the water and sanitation program is bringing water into villages by digging wells for community use. Latrine construction and sanitation trainings are also conducted as part of the water and sanitation component. In the agriculture component, WHI loans farmers seeds and tools and sometimes helps with irrigation to aid farmers in their fields. The animal husbandry program is designed to affect whole communities by a unique “pass it on” rule whereby animals’ offspring are passed on to families next in line to receive them. The three components combined are designed to increase communities’ general welfare and long-term sustainability. 
WHI implements its rural development program in Cambodia, Indonesia, Liberia, and Sierra Leone.

Education

World Hope International’s (WHI) Education program encourages excellence in education for the poor through the construction and rehabilitation of school buildings and by teaching English and computer classes. The Education program also provides scholarships to students at bible colleges in Mozambique and Brazil as well as limited scholarships to students from other countries who attend faith-based colleges and universities in the US.
The Education program is one of WHI’s more geographically spread out programs, with projects operating in Malawi, Sierra Leone, Jamaica, Brazil, Azerbaijan, Bosnia/Herzegovina, Pakistan, and Indonesia.  
Hope Corps
Hope Corps exists to facilitate short-term volunteer opportunities for professionals, college students, families, and individuals. Volunteers assist various WHI offices abroad, serving the local staff and communities. Service opportunities exist in Africa, Central America, Asia and the Caribbean. WHI also recruits educators from the U.S. to conduct teacher mentoring trainings for educators who work in communities where there is little or no access to supplementary teaching materials. 
Hope for Children

Hope for Children (HFC) is World Hope International’s (WHI) monthly child sponsorship program whereby individuals and groups in the US support the cost of children’s school tuition and fees. Children enrolled in the HFC program typically live in poor communities with otherwise little hope of receiving an education. Sponsors have an opportunity to write and send small gifts to their sponsored children overseas and receive letters from their sponsored children in return. In addition to monthly sponsorships, church, community, and school groups are encouraged to gather Gift Paks, containing hygiene products, books, and small toys, which are sent to children in the HFC program around Christmas time. 
HFC operates in 16 counties: Bangladesh, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Philippines, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Guatemala, Haiti, Zambia, Northwest India, and Central India.

Disaster Relief
World Hope International (WHI) responds to domestic disasters by providing emergency relief, community clean-up, house and roof repairs, and if necessary major home refurbishing to those who have been affected. WHI mobilizes volunteers to respond to disasters through existing networks of domestic churches and community groups. Informational brochures are also sent to engage the public in disaster relief awareness. 
Community Health

World Hope International (WHI) helps bring physical, emotional, and spiritual health to communities through construction of latrines, sanitation trainings, providing clean water sources, growing nutritious crops, and basic health care training and care. Many of these community health elements are implemented through Community Orphan Trusts (COT) and Rural Development. WHI raises public awareness of community health issues through informational brochures and public speaking engagements.
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