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 Women for Women International’s Program Information

GiveWell Application – Question No. 8

Based on 2008 figures, here is the funding allocated for each of the three main program areas:

1)  Sponsorship and Related Programs      -    $15,051,286  

2)  Afghanistan Micro-Credit Lending       -       $938,042

3) Media, Communications and Outreach  -     $1,063,291

Here are brief descriptions of each program area:

Sponsorship and Related Program:  WfWI provides socially excluded women survivors of war with a year-long program of direct aid and emotional support, rights awareness and life skills education, market-based vocational skills training and income generation assistance. Upon enrollment, women are matched with a sponsor in the U.S., or another country, who provides $27/month, which allows program participants to provide their family with basic necessities such as food and medicine, so that women do not need to choose between earning an income and participating in the program. Sponsors and their sisters also exchange letters, which provides an additional emotional lifeline as the participants begin their journey from crisis to active citizenship.  WfWI currently operates country programs in:  Afghanistan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Iraq, Kosovo, Nigeria, Rwanda and Sudan.  

Afghanistan Micro-credit Lending:   A vital element of women's active citizenship is access to capital so they can start small businesses that help to jumpstart their local economies after conflict. In Afghanistan, WfWI operates a thriving microfinance institution (MFI) that has provided over $12 million in small loans to 51,000 women with a 98% repayment rate. In countries where WfWI does not operate its own MFI, we work closely with local partners to ensure that women can access the resources necessary to establish sustainable livelihoods.

Media, Communications and Outreach:  Since 1993, WfWI has served more than 200,000 women, benefiting more than a million additional family and community members. With a global community of supporters--including volunteers, donors, practitioners and spokespeople--mobilized to raise awareness about the challenges and opportunities unique to women survivors of war, WfWI amplifies women's voices through signature reports, the Critical Half journal, policy events, grassroots outreach, social media such as Facebook and Twitter.
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