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President Carter addresses children at Savelugu Hospital, Northern 
Province, Ghana, on the seriousness of eradicating Guinea worm disease.

The Carter Center is unique 
in its ability to provide key 
resources, bringing together 
political will, financial support, 
technical expertise, and strong 
partnerships. With its access to 
world leaders, the Center can 
mobilize government officials 
and garner support for the  
campaign, while working at the 
village level to empower and 

educate communities to take 
simple measures to improve  
their own health.

Known medically as dracuncu-
liasis, Guinea worm disease is  
contracted when a person drinks 
stagnant water that is contami-
nated with microscopic water 
fleas carrying infective larvae. 
Inside a person’s body, the larvae  
grow for a year, some getting 
as long as 3 feet. People with 

emerging worms must not bathe 
or step in sources of drinking  
water because a worm will 
release hundreds of thousands of 
eggs into the water, continuing 
the life cycle of the parasite.

The most effective way to  
prevent Guinea worm disease  
is to filter the water fleas out 
of drinking water. The Carter 
Center provides families with 
fine-mesh filter cloths that fit 

Stagnant ponds of water used for 
drinking can become contaminated 
with Guinea worm larvae when 
infected villagers enter them to 
bathe or gather water.
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