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Fund for the City of New York Youth Development Institute: Community Education Pathways to Success (CEPS):

 Preliminary Results from the May 2007 Student Surveys

May, 2007

Forty-eight Community Education Pathways to Success (CEPS) students from four programs each completed a short survey on their goals, their perceptions of CEPS, and how they learned about CEPS.  The following is an overview of the results.
Student Perceptions of CEPS

Students were asked to rate their agreement with nine sentences related to their CEPS experiences, on a scale of 1=Strongly Agree to 5=Strongly Disagree.  Students felt most strongly that their teachers cared about them (1.63) and that there was always some person to whom they could go for help (1.67).  They felt more strongly that their teachers cared about them than they did that their counselors cared about them(1.63 vs. 1.92)
 and tended to feel more strongly that their teachers expected more from them than their counselors did (1.89 vs. 2.1).
  
Not surprisingly for a program that emphasizes literacy, students were more strongly in agreement with the statement that their reading was getting better than they were with the statement that their math was getting better (1.86 vs. 2.26).
  Their ratings of the improvement of their reading skills was similar regardless of whether improving their reading skills was one of their goals (1.94 vs. 1.81).  Similarly, they felt equally strongly about their math skills improving independent of whether that had been a goal (1.94 vs. 1.81). 

Students’ comments about what they liked best about CEPS centered on the teachers and the teaching.  Sample comments included:

· the teacher can actually teach you;
· [teachers are] willing to help you become what you want to become;
· teachers are nice and very understanding and really care about you, helpful.
There were few responses to what students liked least about CEPS and of those, there were no patterns.  Sample comments included:

· that people come in late as hell and think it is ok;
· there is a lot of writing;
· the room is cold.
Student Goals

When students were asked what they expected to have happen because of their attending this program, almost three quarters indicated that they expected to get their GED (general equivalency diploma).  Almost half thought they would go to college, while about 40% indicated their reading skills would improve, they would go to a GED class, their math skills would improve, and they would get a job or a better job.  Only 12.5% thought that their job skills would improve.

Student Recruitment

Over 40% of CEPS students reported that they learned about CEPS from friends, while over a third learned about CEPS from relatives.  No one said that they learned about CEPS from teachers, fliers, or the library, and only one said she learned about the program from the community based organization sponsoring the program.  Over a third of current CEPS students entered the program in April, 2007 while about 20% entered in September, 2006 or February, 2007. 

CEPS Tables

Table 1: Student Ratings of CEPS Effectiveness
	
	Total CEPS (N=48)
	Total CEPS Marking Don’t Know
	Site 1 CEPS (N=12)
	Site 1 Other* (N=9)
	Site 2 (N=8)
	Site 3 (N=14)
	Turning Point (N=14)

	My reading is getting better.
	1.86
	0
	1.82
	2
	2.25
	1.5
	2.08

	My math is getting better.
	2.26
	3
	2
	1.44
	3.5
	2.15
	2.15

	I feel safe while I am here.
	1.79
	0
	1.73
	1.57
	1.86
	1.33
	2.25

	There is always some person I can go to for help.
	1.67
	2
	1.6
	1.33
	1.71
	1.23
	2.17

	My teachers expect a lot from me.
	1.89
	2
	2.4
	1.44
	1.57
	1.38
	2.36

	My counselors expect a lot from me.
	2.1
	4
	2.3
	1.44
	2.17
	1.62
	2.56

	My teachers care about me.
	1.63
	3
	2
	1.33
	1.63
	1.38
	1.81

	My counselors care about me.
	1.92
	5
	1.7
	1.67
	2.14
	1.58
	2.4

	Most of the activities here are boring.
	4.16
	3
	4.2
	4.33
	3.75
	4.21
	4.33

	I have a say in what happens in the program.
	2.53
	4
	2.89
	2.39
	2.71
	2.42
	2.2


* For comparison purposes one site gave surveys to a group of students in a nonCEPS program.  The nonCEPS students were not included in the total CEPS count.
Table 2: Student Goals

	
	Total

CEPS (N=48)
	Site 1 CEPS (N=12)
	Site 1 Other* (N=9)
	Site 2 (N=8)
	Site 3 (N=14)
	Turning Point (N=14)

	My reading skills will improve
	20/41.7%
	5
	5
	5
	6
	4

	My math skills will improve
	18/37.5%
	6
	5
	1
	5
	6

	I will have more job skills
	6/12.5%
	4
	2
	
	2
	

	I’ll go to a GED class
	19/39.6%
	5
	4
	2
	
	12** 

	I’ll get my GED
	35/72.9%
	11
	8
	6
	12
	6

	I’ll go to college 
	23/47.9%
	8
	8
	3
	6
	5

	I’ll have a job/a better job
	18/37.5%
	9
	6
	1
	4
	2

	Other
	5/10.4%
	
	
	2
	2
	1


* For comparison purposes one site gave surveys to a group of students in a nonCEPS program.  The nonCEPS students were not included in the total CEPS count.
** At this site the sentence was changed to "I’ll go to a GED class." at the program director's request.
Table 3: How Students Learned About Their CEPS Program
	 
	Total

CEPS (N=48)
	Site 1 CEPS (N=12)
	Site 1 Other* (N=9)
	Site 2 (N=8)
	Site 3 (N=14)
	Turning Point (N=14)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	High school teacher
	0/0%
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	High school counselor
	4/8.3%
	1
	 
	 
	2
	1

	This community center
	1/2.1%
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1

	Library
	0/0%
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Flier
	0/0%
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Friend
	20/41.7%
	9
	6
	4
	3
	4

	Parent or grandparent
	10/20.8%
	2
	1
	1
	1
	2

	Other relative
	7/14.6%
	3
	5
	 
	3
	1

	Other 
	11/22.9%
	 
	 
	3
	4
	4


* For comparison purposes one site gave surveys to a group of students in a nonCEPS program.  The nonCEPS students were not included in the total CEPS count.
Table 4: Date of Student CEPS Entry

	 
	
	Site 1 CEPS (N=12)
	Site 1 Other * (N=9)
	Site 2 (N=8)
	Site 3 (N=14)
	Turning Point (N=14)

	
	Total CEPS (N=48)
	
	
	
	
	

	September, 2006
	10/20.8%
	 
	4
	 
	4
	2

	October, 2006
	4/8.3%
	1
	 
	 
	3
	 

	November, 2006
	1/2.1%
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 

	December, 2006
	3/6.3%
	 
	 
	1
	2
	 

	January, 2007
	6/12.5%
	1
	1
	 
	 
	4

	February, 2007
	9/18.8%
	2
	1
	2
	3
	1

	March, 2007
	5/10.4%
	3
	 
	1
	 
	1

	April, 2007
	17/35.4%
	4
	3
	4
	 
	6

	May, 2007
	1/2.1%
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Blank
	1/2.1%
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 


* For comparison purposes one site gave surveys to a group of students in a nonCEPS program.  The nonCEPS students were not included in the total CEPS count.
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� 1.63 vs. 1.92, t=2.14; p=.039. 


� 1.89 vs. 2.1, t=1.67, p=.1


� 1.86 vs. 2.26; t=2.96; p=.005.  








