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Outcomes 2006-2007

Summer on the Hill measures the effect of its activities through placements, test scores, attendance, and survey responses, as follows:  

College Placement 

In fall 2007, a total of 105 SOH students from underserved areas in the Bronx and upper Manhattan will be enrolled in college. These students represent 98% of SOH’s high school graduates (classes of 2004, 2005, 2006, and 2007). 

· 100% of SOH’s 2004 and 2005 high school graduates (42 students) are enrolled in four-year colleges, including Columbia, CUNY Honors, Duke, Georgetown, Middlebury, SUNY Binghamton, Union, University of Pennsylvania, and Vassar. 

· 97% of SOH’s 2006 high school graduates (30 out of 32) are enrolled in four-year colleges, including Barnard, Colgate, Cornell, Harvard, NYU, Rochester Institute of Technology, University of Pennsylvania, and Yale. 

· 100% of SOH’s 2007 high school seniors (33 students) will enroll in fall 2007 at such colleges as Bard, Columbia, Cornell, Dartmouth, Manhattan, NYU, Smith, SUNY Binghamton, Trinity, Wesleyan, and Yale. 

SOH students are currently the recipients of over one million dollars in financial aid, a testament to their achievements and abilities. 

· Danny [Last name deleted by GiveWell due to confidentiality request], SOH and Brooklyn Tech alumnus (’06), is attending the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School of Business on a $44,000 scholarship. 

· Yodalis [Last name deleted by GiveWell due to confidentiality request], SOH and Mother Cabrini alumna (’07), where she was president of her class, will enroll at Trinity College on a $39,000 scholarship.

Families who responded to SOH’s family survey indicated that guidance on school choices was a great benefit of the program and made them aware of schools that they would otherwise not have known about. 

School Placement

SOH’s Director of Recruitment, Admissions, and Placement shares her extensive knowledge with students and families through individual and group meetings so that families make informed, appropriate school choices. The care with which SOH approaches school placement has resulted in a truly outstanding record. 

High school placements for 2006 and 2007 SOH 8th grade graduates include: 

· Bronx Science

· Cardinal Spellman

· Environmental Studies H.S.

· Fordham Prep

· The George School (boarding)

· Horace Mann

· HS for Math, Science, and Engineering at CCNY

· LaGuardia High School

· Mother Cabrini H.S.

· Mt. Saint Ursula 

· Nightingale Bamford

· Riverdale/Kingsbridge Academy

· Suffield Academy (boarding). 
SOH made its first placement at the Dalton School in 2007; however, this 8th grader will not attend Dalton because his family is moving to Pennsylvania. 

Students attending independent and Catholic high schools receive some financial aid packages from their schools. The Laura J. Niles and the Preston and the Hilda Davis Foundations each provide financial aid to help bridge the gap between the school aid packages and what SOH families can afford.  

All students participating in SOH’s Grade 3-8 program attend their public school. However, each year, between 10-20 younger SOH students are judged ready for the challenge of an independent school and their families are offered guidance on school choices.

In 2006 and 2007, 35 SOH students were placed at independent elementary and/or middle schools. For the first time, SOH placed a boy at St. Bernard’s School, a selective independent school in Manhattan, and a girl at the Little Red Schoolhouse, a selective co-ed independent school in Greenwich Village. 

At the middle school level, 2006 and 2007 placements include: 

· Horace Mann (5 students) 

· Little Red Schoolhouse (1)

· Nightingale Bamford (1) 

· Riverdale Country (3)

· St. Bernard’s (1) 

At the elementary level, 2006 and 2007 placements include:

· De La Salle Academy (8 students)

· George Jackson Academy (16 boys)
Students leaving their public schools for independent middle schools will not be eligible to participate in SOH until they reach 9th grade, at which time they will be welcomed to SOH’s High School program. 

SOH students need financial aid to attend independent schools. A number of students who were accepted to independent schools did not receive enough aid to allow them to enroll. 

Test preparation
In 2006, 19% of SOH students who took the NYC specialized public high schools were accepted. The table below shows the number of SOH students applying and accepted to the NYC specialized high schools in the past three years. 

SOH student acceptance and attendance at NYC specialized high schools,

2004-2006

	Year
	Number Taking Exam
	Number Accepted/Percent
	Number Attending

	2004
	14
	1/7%
	1

	2005
	18
	6/33%
	3

	2006
	26
	5/19%
	2


In recent years, students accepted to NYC specialized public schools chose instead to attend an independent school because they received sufficient financial aid to do so, and because they were attracted by the independent schools’ greater resources and environment. 

Stanford Abbreviated Achievement Test 

In May of each year, SOH administers the Stanford test to all its Grade 3-8 students (approximately 185 students). Results of the 2006 administration of the test indicated that many SOH students performed above national averages on the test:

2006 - Grade 4:

Reading: 
97% at or above average (55% above average) 

Math: 

100% at or above average (71% above average)

Language: 
97% at or above average (60% above average)

2006 - Grade 8:

Reading: 
95% at or above average (50% above average)

Math: 

95% at or above average (45% above average)

Language: 
95% at or above average (45% above average)

2007 - Grade 4

Reading: 
97% at or above average (60% above average)

Math: 

100% at or above average (77% above average)

Language:
100% at or above average (62% above average)

2007 - Grade 8

Reading: 
96% at or above average (42% above average)

Math: 

100% at or above average (67% above average)

Language: 
100% at or above average (63% above average)


Additionally, in 2006, SOH’s 5th grade class was outstanding in reading and problem solving, with 85% of these students scoring above the national average on these sections. The Language Arts section of the exam, which measures students’ mastery of writing skills, challenged students in all grade levels. SOH staff is providing students whose scores were below the 50th percentile with the support they need to gain a greater understanding of subject material. 

In 2007, SOH 5th graders had the highest percentage of students above the national average in Math (82%); 6th graders had the highest percentage of students above the national average in Reading (88%), and 7th graders had the highest percentage of students above the national average in Math (87%). Because our strongest students sometimes leave SOH for independent schools before they reach the 8th grade, the standardized test results for our 8th grade as a whole are sometimes not as impressive as the results for the lower grades. However, in the history of SOH, all of our 8th graders have been accepted to at least one school of their choice. 

Report cards: Writing classes. SOH held a new Saturday writing class for its middle school students in 2006-2007. Instruction emphasized the development of writing skills through instruction and frequent writing exercises. 

Final Report card grades in Writing for 2007
6th grade:  14 As, 8 Bs, 1 C

7th grade:  18 As, 2 Bs, 1 C

8th grade:  7 As, 10 Bs, 5 Cs, 1 D 

Retention and Attendance in the Grade 3-8 Program 

2005-2006 Saturday academic year program: 204 students were initially enrolled. SOH experienced an attrition rate of 6% over the course of the year, resulting in a final register of 192 students in May 2006. 

2006 Summer program:  Average daily attendance was 98%. Ninety-five percent of students returned to SOH in the fall. Students who enrolled in independent schools were not eligible to return to the Grades 3-8 program.

2006-2007 Saturday academic year program: The program began in October with an enrollment of 197 students. Through attrition (several students were dismissed for poor attendance and several withdrew); the program concluded in May with an enrollment of 186. SOH lost 11 students; its attrition rate was 6%. The average attendance rate was 92%.

Grade 6-7 Wednesday after-school program: In October 2005, SOH implemented a Wednesday after-school program for 50 public school students in the 6th and 7th grades, with a 98% attendance rate.  The program was held again in 2006-2007 and achieved a 94% attendance rate. Despite having been in their regular schools all day, SOH 6th and 7th graders were eager and engaged participants in the program that prepares them for high school entrance exams. 

2007 Summer Program. The summer program ends on August 3. As of July 30, 115 students (54%) of a register of 212 had perfect attendance.

High School Program

In 2005-2006, SOH took 42 students on college visits. The majority of trips were overnight to allow students to meet with current college students and attend college classes. SOH’s Director of the High School Program and staff arranged and chaperoned college tours to: 

· Boston (Boston College, Boston University) 

· Washington D.C. (American, Howard, George Washington, and Georgetown Universities), Philadelphia (University of Pennsylvania, Drexel University)

· New York (Union and Vassar Colleges, SUNY Binghamton, SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry, and Syracuse University)

· Connecticut (Wesleyan University).

In 2006-2007, the SOH staff member who helped chaperone college trips was on maternity leave. In May 2007, the Director of the High School program, assisted by a volunteer Horace Mann parent who is a Vassar alumna, took six students on a day trip to Vassar College. A Bronx Science student wrote about the trip:

“The college visit to Vassar was a great jump-start to my college search. I didn’t know where to start or how to go about visiting colleges. The trip gave me an idea of what kind of college I would like to go to and what I would have to do to get there.”

College Counseling. During the 2005-2006 year, SOH held two evening college counseling workshops. Horace Mann’s Director of College Counseling led the first workshop in November 2005; 17 parents and students attended.  In April 2006, the Associate Dean of Admissions at Barnard College led a second workshop on college admissions in the Barnard Room of Horace Mann’s Lower School. Twenty parents and students attended and were very engaged during an hour-long question and answer period.  

In March 2007, SOH held an evening college counseling workshop, led again by the Associate Dean of Admissions at Barnard College. Over thirty students and parents attended the two-hour session, which included an hour-long question and answer period.  

SAT and Academic Review Classes. During the 2005-2006 year, SOH held SAT, writing, and physics review classes. Thirty-two students in all attended the classes. Students greatly appreciated these opportunities, as noted below: 

· Five evening writing workshops were led by the former chairman of the Horace Mann English department, now Head of the Upper School. The instruction focused on the structure of an expository essay and the requirements of the new SAT Writing section. Students enjoyed the in-class writing exercises and appreciated the teacher’s comments on their work. 

· SOH’s five evening high school physics Regents review classes were taught by Dr. Weitz, Horace Mann physics teacher. Students welcomed the chance to ask questions in a setting that allowed for greater teacher/student dialogue than in their public school classes. One student (Bronx Science) wrote this letter to SOH:

“August 3, 2006

Dear Anne:

I wanted to email you and SOH in general with thanks for the physics class. Mr. Weitz was an amazing teacher, and I can honestly say that the only reason I managed to get a 94 on the Physics Regents is because of his amazing teaching skills! I highly recommend Dr. Weitz to next year’s batch of physics students!” 

During the 2006-2007 year, the High School program offered a total of 41 academic review and SAT classes, more than in any previous year. A total of 41 students attended the classes: 

· 16 SAT Math prep classes taught by a Manhattan College instructor.  Students have said that the classes help them with their critical thinking skills and the skills they gain are useful in their regular classes. 
· 10 SAT English SAT prep classes taught by a Manhattan College instructor. One student’s comment from the course evaluation is as follows:

“The teacher was very helpful in showing us different strategies that we could use for the test. She showed us how words have origins and how they relate. This now helps me in school when I come across a word that I don’t know. It has been my pleasure to be part of this program.”

“Considering the initial thought of more work associated with SAT classes, I would never have guessed that these classes would be the highlight of my week. The relaxed and comfortable feeling of being in a classroom with other teens who share the same drive and passion to succeed made it easy for me to open my mind to the lessons. Everyone had valuable input and was not afraid to debate or support each other.”  

· Five Fall 2006 writing workshops were taught by a Manhattan College instructor. Students wrote, evaluated, and discussed thesis statements and writing the persuasive essay. 
· Spring 2007, Dr. Weitz taught eight physics review classes.
· Spring 2007, a Lehman College instructor led two study skills classes for students and parents.
Cultural Events. SOH seeks to broaden students’ cultural experiences and encourage them to think about possible careers. In fall 2006, SOH accompanied a total of 28 students on two trips (a performance of Two Trains Running by August Wilson, and the Metropolitan Museum of Art.) In Spring 2007, SOH took five students on a tour of the New York State Supreme Court led by Court staff, who discussed the path to legal careers. SOH also took 10 students to a performance of the Barber of Seville at the Metropolitan Opera House.

Most SOH students had never been to a professional theatre production. One student wrote: “‘Two Trains Running’” was my first opportunity to see a real play and it was a great experience. In contrast to a TV show, the play made me think more deeply. Later on, I read August Wilson’s ‘Fences’ in class, and I believe that ‘Two Trains’ helped me to understand ‘Fences’ at a higher level. After seeing that play, I want to attend a Broadway play during the summer.”

Community outreach

SOH began in 1994 with 3 public school partners. SOH now works with 100 public schools that nominate students to our program. In 2006, SOH received 285 applications from second graders and accepted 40 students into the program, for an acceptance rate of 14%. 

Organizational highlights

Tax-exempt certification.  In February 2005, SOH received its 501(c)3 tax certificate from the IRS, making SOH a separate fiscal entity from Horace Mann. SOH immediately informed its benefactors of this news, with a reminder that SOH will remain at Horace Mann, with full use of the school’s facilities and supportive services. 

Publicity. SOH’s third newsletter was published in early 2007 (copy attached). In January 2006, SOH received a service grant from the Taproot Foundation. The Foundation has designed a new brochure for SOH with the volunteer services of design and marketing professionals from Time Warner, Inc.; the brochure is attached. 

Government Partnerships. SOH gratefully acknowledges the NYS Department of Health’s Child and Adult Care Food Program, which provided partial reimbursement for lunch and snack expenses during the 2006-2007 academic year. We also thank the NYC Department of Education’s SchoolFood program, which provided free lunch to children in the Grade 3-8 program during SOH’s 2006 and 2007 summer programs. 

SOH’s First Annual Spring Gala
SOH’s Chairman of the Board of Trustees, Bruce Brickman, and the Trustees, held a first annual Gala benefit on May 30th. Over 220 persons attended the Gala, which was held in Guastavino’s Restaurant in Manhattan. Two SOH alumni students spoke movingly about the impact of SOH on their lives. One student, a rising college junior, described her internship at Merrill Lynch; the other student discussed his years at Horace Mann and acceptance to the University of Rochester. SOH showed a brief video from the 3rd grade show, and speeches were made to honor Bruce Brickman, founding benefactor of Summer on the Hill. After expenses, the Gala raised $343,900 for SOH. These funds allowed us to close the 2006-2007 year with a surplus to start 2007-2008 on a strong footing.
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