KIPP NYC Self-Checking Guide to Teaching Excellence 

	Self
	

	(           Modeling of character (by both students and teachers)


	

	(
The 8 (Zest, Grit, Self-control, Hope, Social Intelligence, Love, Gratitude, Humor)


	

	(           4 R’s (ratio, rigor, responsiveness, and relationships)

	

	(
J-Factor

	

	(
Students on-task,  SSLANTing, and a wide range/variety of students participating

	

	(
Tone


	

	(
Eye contact between teacher and students and students and each other


	

	(
Deliberate descriptive praise around both academics and character

	

	(
Deliberate, descriptive, and measured criticism (remember the 3 P’s of explanatory  

             style – personalization, permanence, and pervasiveness)
	

	(
Use of routines


	

	(
Students feel safe, respected and valued 


	

	(
Organization, readiness, and neatness of materials


	

	Lesson
	

	(
Board Configuration

            ( agenda, aim, do now, neatness, size, etc…
	

	(
EUALP 


	

	(
Pacing, Timing, and Transitions between activities/closure


	

	(
Factual correctness


	

	(
Variety of activities/differentiation


	

	(
Quality of student classwork, homework, posted work, notebooks


	

	(
Range and variety of questioning – eliciting answers from students – closing the    

             circuit and ensuring student mastery
	

	(
Spiraling


	

	(
Importance and relevance of skill being taught 

              ( aligned with standards, curriculum, scope/sequence, aim, teacher generated tests,  

              standardized tests
	

	Structure
	

	(
Neatness of room, desks, walls, bulletin boards, etc…


	

	(
Appropriate student seating arrangement


	


