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Local Information and Statistics:
Harlem Center for Education

Harlem Center for Education, Inc. is a non-profit community-based organization that has had at least one TRIO program for over 30 years.  Currently HCE has 2 Talent Search programs and one EOC program.  HCE has provided vital services to its target communities and the youth living or attending schools in those communities for over 36 years.  To highlight some of the stark facts and achievements of HCE over the years:


HCE academic advisors spend an average of 14 hours a week at our target high schools advising students on college selection, college application and financial aid.  In addition, the advisors spend the remainder of their 70 hour week meeting with students individually and/or with their parents, conducting workshops and other tasks that will assure the students’ access to college.

Table of HCE Participants’ College Enrollment and Graduates: 1999 - 2006

	Class
	1st Year Enrollment
	Still Enrolled 06
	% Graduates as of 2006

	1999
	83%
	27%
	44%

	2000
	76%
	25%
	36%

	2001
	72%
	42%
	41%

	2002
	67%
	61% 
	26%

	2003
	77%
	72%
	6%

	2004
	61%
	80%
	1%

	2005
	60%
	85%
	N/A

	2006
	65%
	N/A
	N/A


Our still enrolled and graduated within 4, 5 or 6 years exceed the national rate. Our 1st year enrollment 

as can be seen in the table below far exceeds that of New York State and national rates.


The demographics for our student population are:

HCE DEMOGRAPHICS 2005-2006


Target group:


Low-income, first generation potential college students


Total served:



2,795


Grades:



6, 7 - 12, high school and college drop-outs; adults


Ages:




11 - 27 plus years


Average Age TS:


16.5 years


Average Age EOC:


26 years


Ethnic Mix:



56% Hispanic







35% African American







  4% Asian







  2% white







  3% other


Average Household size TS:
  
4


Avg. Household Taxable 


Income TS:



$18,234


Gender:



40% Male







60% Female


MSI students:


172 in grades 6, 7 & 8


Average GPA:


75.36


Some colleges students


are attending Fall 2006:
Columbia University, New York University, St. John’s University, Cooper Union, Syracuse University, RPI, Fashion Institute of Technology, Pratt Institute, University of Virginia, Howard University, Brown University, Fordham University, Temple University, Barnard College, MIT and a host of SUNY and CUNY colleges.


Some Schools Served and


Nos. of Students from each:

PS 96





            57







IS 195 





          101







Manhattan Center for Science &







Math




          
          382







Richard R. Green High School

          138







HS of Environmental Studies

          271







Norman Thomas High School

          502







George Washington Ed Complex

          237

National Rates for College Enrollment and Completion:

In 2004 the national college participation rate for students, 18 – 24 years old, from low-income families was 25.9 percent.  This was down from the 1998-99 rate of 27.5 percent.


In New York State, the college participation rate for students from low-income families was 38.2% in 2004, but this represented only a .3 percent increase between 2002 and 2004.  The participation rate for all 19 year olds was 36.9 percent.

The national completion rate of 4 years or more of college for persons 25 to 29 years of age as of 2002 was 29 percent.  Nationally, of those 25 years or older, 26.7 percent had at least a bachelor’s degree.


Of the class of 1999, 44% of HCE former participants have completed four or 

more years of college. Nationally, for blacks it is 41 percent and for Hispanics it is 8.9 percent.

2000 Census data released from the Census Bureau on educational attainment in the United States show strong gains in educational attainment between 1940 and 1977, with relatively little gain since 1977.

Harlem Center for Education, Inc.’s former participants have greatly exceeded the national and state rates for both college enrollment and completion.  The table below indicates that for every one of our classes beginning with the class of 1999, the college participation rate has exceeded the national and state college participation rates.

Table of Comparison of College Enrollment Rates: National, State and HCE

	Percent Postsecondary Enrollments

	
	Class of 1999
	Class of 2000
	Class of 2001
	Class of 2002
	Class of 2003
	Class of 2004
	Class of 2005
	Class of 2006

	National
	36.6%
	35.5%
	35.4%
	35.7%
	36.7
	37.8%
	38
	38.9

	National Low-Income
	27.5%
	24.5%
	23.1%
	24%
	25%
	25.9%
	25.4
	N/A

	NY State Chance for College by 19
	N/A
	34.4%
	N/A
	36.9%
	N/A
	39.2%
	N/A
	N/A

	NYState
	N/A
	34.9%
	N/A
	36.9%
	N/A
	67.9%
	N/A
	N/A

	NY State Low-Income
	49.5%
	40.9%
	37.3%
	37.9%
	37.8%
	38.2%
	37.5%
	N/A

	HCE Low-Income
	83%
	76%
	72%
	67%
	77%
	80%
	60%
	65%


Above indicates the college continuation rates for New York State in even years, which is when this data is collected. These rates are 

different than the rates would be if looked at from the chance for college at 19, which is considerably lower.

	Percent Still Enrolled 2006

	
	Class of 1999
	Class of 2000
	Class of 2001
	Class of 2002
	Class of 2003
	Class of 2004
	Class of 2005

	National
	62.9
	63.3
	61.7
	65.2%
	63.9%
	66.7%
	68.6

	NY State
	N/A
	63.9
	N/A
	70.6
	N/A
	67.9%
	N/A

	HCE*
	27%*
	25%
	29%
	61%
	72%
	80%
	85%

	*For the class of 1999, 44% have already graduated

*For the class of 2000, 39% have already graduated

*For the class of 2001, 42% have already graduated

*For the class of 2002, 26% have already graduated


The college continuation rates in 2004 for students from families in the second and bottom quartiles of family income were 63.5 and 46.6 percent, respectively

	*College Continuation Rate 2004

	
	Class of 2000
	Class of 2002
	Class of 2004

	National

	56.5%
	56.8%
	55.3%

	NYS**

	63.9%
	70.6%
	67.9%

	HCE
	76%
	67%
	80%


*College continuation rate refers to the rate at which public and private high school graduates go on to college immediately after high school.

**New York State appears oddly ranked by college continuation rates when compared to public high school graduation rates.  For instance, New York ranked 46th on its public high school graduation rate and second on its college continuation rate.
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