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Last year (January 1 through December 31, 2006), we served 116 families in our Sonia Strumpf Center, for a total of 149 families with 231 children.  Since we worked with at least one parent in each family, the minimum number of individuals served by this program was 380.  Of the 116 families served, 26% heard about the program by word of mouth; 24% were referred by The Administration for Children's Services or family court; 16% were referred by hospitals; 33% were referred by other agencies, and the rest were referred by schools.  Eleven percent of families were African-American or Americans of Caribbean descent, 53% were Latino; 7% were Caucasian; 7% were Chinese; 6% were Korean; 6% were South Asian; 8% were of mixed ethnicity and 2% were other (African).  Of the children, 16% were under the age of 1; 10% were between the ages of 1 and 2; 16% were between the ages of 2 and 3; 23% were between the ages of 3 and 5; 14% were 5, and 21% were older children in families with a child, aged 5 or under.  Twenty-two percent of families were recent immigrants.  

Families and children experienced the following risk factors (each family might have more than one risk):




Families


Marital problems/separation/divorce issues
85%


Domestic violence
39%


Parent-child conflict
62%


Parental mental illness
53%


Parental medical problems
14%


Parental history of abuse  
23%


Parental history of psychiatric hospital admission
10%


Parental substance abuse
10%


Acculturation problems following immigration
42%


Financial problems
86%


Housing problems
22%


Vocational problems
49%


Children


Medical problems
16%


Developmental problems
48%


Emotional disturbance
17%


Attachment/separation problems
73%


Behavior problems
37%


Academic problems
19%


Peer relationship problems
24%

Child abuse was prevented for 112 families (97%) and foster care placement was prevented for 100% of children.  The following are the circumstances of the four reports where a report was made to the Central Registry and the Administration for Children's Services determined that abuse had occurred.  The first involved an altercation between the mother and father, during which the mother stabbed the father with a kitchen knife; the mother obtained an order of protection and the father was removed from the home.  This family has been in treatment for three years, which recently ended because the family situation is stable.  The second, reported by a schoolteacher, involved a case where the mother allegedly hit her five year old daughter on the back with a hanger and the child sustained bruises as a result of the assault.  The child has Down's syndrome and the mother has unrealistic expectations of the child.  The family is still in treatment and this issue has become the focus of treatment.  In the third, reported by one of our staff, the family had a history of domestic violence.   The father attempted to hit his son with a toy sword; the mother intervened to protect her child and the father threw a high chair at her, but the mother moved out the way and was not hurt.  She obtained an order of protection and the father left the household.  The family remains in treatment and the father is attending an anger management program and a parenting course.  In the last case, reported by hospital, the mother's husband came to the apartment in the middle of the night.  He demanded a house key and was verbally and physically abusive.  The mother obtained an order of protection and her husband was remanded by court to go to treatment.  This family is no longer in treatment because the mother was quite depressed and was transferred to a day treatment program.

Forty-eight families completed their treatment during the year.  Forty-four families (92%) ended treatment after they met one or more goals.  Of the other four, two were returned to the Field Office because the parents failed to keep their scheduled appointments and we believed that there was continued risk.  One family was referred by our Early Head Start, but the family was too overwhelmed to keep appointments at both the Early Head Start and the preventive program; we closed the preventive case and the family continued to be served by the Early Head Start.  In the final case the mother was reported by the Administration for Children's Services for using excessive corporal punishment and the father took the children and returned to Pakistan.
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