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Grant Application - Round 2

Program-specific questions: Student Sponsor Partners

There is no limit on pages or attachments for this section; we encourage you to send as much information as you have available.  Please be sure that each the filename of each attachment includes a clear identifier (a name or number) so that you can refer to the attachment unambiguously, elsewhere in your application.

Please send all materials electronically to grants@clearfund.org if possible.  If necessary, you can also mail materials to The Clear Fund at 272 9 St #1 / Brooklyn, NY 11215, but we prefer electronic submissions and have no need of hard copies.

I. Scholar selection process.

A. How do you recruit applicants for your program?  Do students apply to you directly, or are they nominated by their schools/teachers?

B. Please list the requirements for an applicant to be considered.

C. Please provide as much detail as possible about the process by which you choose between eligible applicants.  Do you have a set of formal guidelines?  (If so, please attach it.)

D. Please attach information on the following for each of your last five classes of scholars (or as many as are available).

1. Proportion eligible for federal free-lunch program.

2. Proportion eligible for federal reduced-price lunch program.

3. Attendance rates in the year prior to being named scholars.

4. Disciplinary record, prior to being named scholars.

5. Proficiency in reading and math, prior to being named scholars.  Please specify how many were at proficiency levels 1, 2, 3, and 4 on both reading and math.

II. Partner schools.  Please provide the following for each of your partner schools (i.e., the schools that scholars attend):

A. Total number of students served, in each grade.

B. Average class size, by grade.

C. Specific practices and policies that differ from those of a typical public school, including:

1. Presence or absence of standardized curricula.

2. The process and criteria by which principals are evaluated.

3. The process and criteria by which teachers are evaluated.

4. Weeks per year, days per week, and hours per day of required attendance.

5. Average class size, by grade.

6. Any other structural differences that you believe to be important.

D. Evidence that the school in question has a beneficial effect on its students, particularly those from disadvantaged backgrounds.  We are particularly interested in:

1. Comparisons of the school's academic outcomes (such as test scores, graduation rates, college matriculation rates, and later college graduation rates) to those of schools serving similar populations.

2. Independent analysis of the impact of policies and practices carried out at the school (for example, if you believe that the school is likely to be effective because it has an extended school day, please provide any available independent analysis of the impact of a longer school day).

E. Does the school in question have annual enrollment limits?  If so, how do they determine who can enroll (in the event of oversubscription)?

III. Public schools.  

A. Please list all the public schools that you recruited scholars from over the last five years.  Please specify how many scholars were selected, from each school, over the last five years.

B. For each of these public schools, please provide the following:

1. Number of eighth graders in each of the last five classes (or as many as are available).

2. Breakdown by ethnicity and gender of each of the last five eighth grade classes (or as many as are available).

3. Proportion of students eligible for the federal free lunch program, for each of the last five eighth grade classes (or as many as are available).

4. Proportion of students eligible for the federal reduced-price lunch program, for each of the last five eighth grade classes (or as many as are available).

5. Average daily attendance rates for each of the last five eighth grade classes (or as many as are available).

6. Proportion of students at proficiency levels 1,2,3, or 4 in math and reading, for each of the last five eighth grade classes.

C. Please list all the public high schools that a significant number of your scholars would have attended if not for their participation in SSP (from the study you attached to your Round 1 application).  Please specify how many scholars correspond to each of these schools.

IV.  Impact of donations.  What would an increase in donations (from individuals – beyond any funds received from us) allow your organization to do that it could not otherwise?

General information about your organization

Please send all materials electronically to grants@clearfund.org if possible.  If necessary, you can also mail materials to The Clear Fund at 272 9 St #1 / Brooklyn, NY 11215.

I. General information.  Please provide the following information in a single file, electronic if possible, with a filename that includes your EIN and "CAUSE 4 ROUND 2 – GENERAL INFORMATION":

A. Mission statement.

B. Number of paid full-time staff, number of paid part-time staff, number of volunteers.

C. Your organization’s relationships — both formal and informal — with other organizations working to meet the same needs or providing similar services. Please explain how you differ from these other agencies.  

II. Attachments.  Please provide each of the following; please make sure that each attachment is clearly labeled with your name and EIN.

A. Most recent financial statement, audited if available.

B. Organization-wide operating expense budgets for the current and most recent fiscal year.

C. List of foundation and corporate supporters and all other sources of income, with amounts, for your current and most recent fiscal year.

D. List of your Board of Directors, with their affiliations.

E. Copy of your most recent IRS letter indicating your agency's tax exempt status, or, if not available, an explanation.

F. One-paragraph resumes of key staff, including qualifications.

G. Most recent annual report, if available.
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