

EIN #: 73-1502797
Cause 5 Round 2 – Staff Biographies
Alex Counts, President and CEO of Grameen Foundation: A 1988 Cornell University graduate, with a degree in economics, Mr. Counts’ commitment to poverty eradication deepened as a 1988-9 Fulbright scholar in Bangladesh, where he witnessed dire poverty as well as the innovative solutions that had been developed and applied on a wide scale by the Grameen Bank and other members of the Grameen family of companies. He trained under and worked closely with Dr. Muhammad Yunus, the founder and managing director of the Grameen Bank, and the 2006 Nobel Laureate.  In addition to working with Grameen Bank in 1988-89 and 1992-1994, he served for three years as the legislative director of RESULTS, an international grassroots citizen's lobbying group working to create the political will to end hunger that has played a leading role in advocating for increased funding and better targeting of resources to support global health, education and microfinance initiatives. He also served as a regional project manager for CARE-Bangladesh for two years. 
Sal Pappalardo, Chief Operating Officer: A senior executive with over 25 years of private and public sector experience in financial services and international development, Mr. Pappalardo manages day-to-day operations of GF and leads the Partner Services & Geographic Programs Division.  Mr. Pappalardo previously served as Managing Director of Financial Services Volunteer Corps, a not-for-profit, public-private partnership chaired by Paul Volcker and John Whitehead. He was responsible for global program activity that supported the building of sound financial systems in emerging markets. Managing FSVC offices and client relationships in Central/Eastern Europe, MENA and Asia, he led financial sector assessment missions and worked to strengthen the relationship between banks and SMEs and supported work to implement Basle II guidelines at central banks and regulatory institutions.  Mr. Pappalardo holds an MBA from Thunderbird School of Global Management and a BA from St. Lawrence University.
Deb Burand, Executive Vice President: At Grameen Foundation, Deborah Burand oversees the Program Department, Technology Center and Capital Markets Group. Ms. Burand holds several other leadership positions in the microfinance industry. She is a co-founder and President of Women Advancing Microfinance (WAM) International, an organization dedicated to supporting women in the microfinance industry; Chairman of the Board of Microfinance Opportunities, a microenterprise resource center that promotes client-led microfinance in the areas of financial education, microinsurance, and client assessment; and member of the Investment Committee of the Global Commercial Microfinance Consortium ($75 million investment fund managed by DeutscheBank). Prior to entering the microfinance industry in 2001, Ms. Burand spent 15 years working in the fields of international law, finance, and bank regulation in the public and private sectors. Ms. Burand holds graduate degrees from Georgetown University combining degrees in law and international relations (JD/MSFS). 

Julia Soyars, General Counsel and Assistant Corporate Secretary: Julia Soyars joined Grameen Foundation in March 2005. She graduated magna cum laude from Syracuse College of Law in 1989 and joined the then named law firm of Pillsbury, Madison and Sutro in Washington, D.C. In 1994, she joined the legal department at The American National Red Cross, where she spent eleven years handling domestic and international transactions. Julia is a founding member of the Microfinance Council of Counsels and serves as an advisor to the American Bar Association Business Law Pro Bono Project on Microfinance. She is a member of the District of Columbia Bar.
Robert Knapp, Chief Financial Officer: Robert Knapp (Bob) joined Grameen Foundation as its Chief Financial Officer in May 2007, bringing over 35 years of professional senior financial experience in international banking and global operations. In the treasury, investment, institutional and private sectors of the banking industry, he managed teams responsible for clients in the United States, Europe, Russia and the Middle East.  Prior professional experiences include working as an EVP and Chief Risk Manager in Europe and U.S. for Securitas; Global Treasury/Investment Operations Head for American Express Bank; and various senior executive level operations roles in several countries with Citibank as the Senior Country Operations Officer in Saudi Arabia and Russia. Bob’s expertise also includes strategic planning, risk management, financial control, leadership and human development. Bob holds a BBA degree with a major in Aviation Management and a minor in Accounting from the University of Miami. 
Patrick Meriweather, Acting Vice President of Development: Patrick Meriweather is Acting Vice President of Development and Director of Business Development at the Grameen Foundation. He brings 15 years experience in all aspects of program and organizational management and nonprofit business development to the organization. Prior to joining Grameen Foundation, he was the Assistant Director for Bids & Proposals at the Academy for Educational Development (AED) for five years. In addition, Patrick has worked as a Contract Administrator, Nonprofit Administrator, Project Finance Manager, and Project Backstop at other nonprofits and at the International Trade Administration. He was worked in many regions of the world and is familiar with key organizations, staff, concepts, and trends in the international development industry. A former Peace Corps Volunteer, he is a graduate of Georgetown University (BS 1990) and American University (MS 1997).
Peter Bladin, Director of the Grameen Technology Center and Vice President of Grameen Foundation: At the Technology Center, Peter leads the microfinance industry in driving relevant and appropriate technology innovation. He was a founding member of the MTN-Village Phone board, the first public-private partnership to extend telecommunications access to the rural poor and was a member of Micro development Finance Team, a consortium dedicated improving the accessibility and efficiency of microfinance. Peter has a degree in Mathematics from the University of Uppsala, Sweden. He is an Executive Board Member of the ITV Connect the World initiative, a member of the Investment Council at Global Partnerships and is active in various non-profits in Seattle including NPower and Social Venture Partners.:
