Biratnagar Speech Camp;  April 18-24, 2009.

The speech camp was organized just before I left for the US. I got very busy after I got back home with the microsurgical cases. I am sorry for this delayed report.

Faculty:

 Speech Pathologists:

Jessica Crause- Australian Volunteer

Ruchi Koilaral- Nepalese

  Speech therapy assistants (Trainees) 

. Hima, Nilam and Mina from Biratnagar, -3

Bhagawati and Dhana from Butwal, -2

Kabita and Prabha from Kathmandu-2

Coordinators

Kaillash Shrestha, Shanker Lama

Surgeons

Plastic Surgeon- Shankar Man Rai

Maxillofacial surgeon- Pawan Nyochhen, 

SmileTrain Fellow- Rajeeb Khadka (Max Facial Surgeon)

Driver- Thakur Singh Bal

Total Patients attending the speech camp with their guradians= 63

Male= 31
Females=32

25 children were attending the camp for the first time

10 for the second time

12 for the third time

5 for the fourth time

6 for the fifth time

1 for the sixth time

1 for the seventh time

3 for the eighth time

Total Number of children discharged from the camp= 13 ;  Male=6, Female=7

Both Ruchi and Jessica took classes in the morning and in the evening for the speech assistants in a separate room at the hotel where the faculty members stayed. Shanker Lama did the translation. 

The children were divided into 7 groups for seven speech assistants who were allocated separate room for therapy.  Jessica and Ruchi  supervised, directed and helped the trainees who were independently assessing and providing the therapy. 

Plastic surgeon, maxillofacial surgeon, and speech pathologists saw the children in a group in a combined clinic situation. Later Dr Thakur, an ENT surgeon also saw all the patients for ENT examination. Many patients were found to have middle ear disease for which we need to develop a program for making the surgery possible. Dr Thakur is going to start the Interplast Cleft Fellowship with us very soon. He will be a great addition to our program and we can arrange the surgery for all middle ear problems due to cleft in the future. We are generating a list of all these patients all over the country so that we can call them for surgery once we have the program.

Pawan with the help of Rajeeb did dental examination of all the patients and did several dental procedures.

Several patients were found to have some degree of VPI some of whom are scheduled for surgery while others are going to be assessed again for definite decision. 

Regards,

Shankar Rai

