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In May 2003, an Aid to Artisans research team comprised of Jessica Cook, Aid to Artisans; Mary Littrell, Iowa State University; and Donald Tobin retired president/owner of a textile company oversaw a comprehensive impact study of the Aid to Artisans program in Ghana (1993 – 1997).
Six years after the program’s conclusion, the team assessed the long-term impact of the program through interviews with artisans, exporters, producers, consultants and buyers active in the program.

ARTISAN LIVELIHOOOD

As part of this study, in May 2003, five Ghanaian graduate students interviewed 62 Ghanaian artisans about their income and livelihoods:

	Artisan Livelihood Responses
	
	

	
	
	

	Characteristic
	Number
	%

	Ability to meet basic needs
	
	

	   Most of the time
	21
	33.9%

	   Some of the time
	33
	53.2%

	   Rarely
	8
	12.9%

	
	
	

	Use of savings
	
	

	   Children's education
	6
	20.0%

	   Future
	13
	43.3%

	   Land, housing
	6
	20.0%

	   Own education
	3
	10.0%

	   Start own business
	2
	67.0%

	
	
	

	Quality of life improvements from craft earnings
	
	

	   Housing
	12
	19.7%

	   Consumer goods
	45
	73.8%

	   School: children/siblings
	30
	49.2%

	   Diet
	25
	41.0%

	   Health
	16
	26.2%

	
	
	

	Self-comparison to others
	
	

	   Better off than most
	28
	46.7%

	   About the same as most
	22
	36.7%

	   Not as good as most
	10
	16.7%


Demographic, Work, Income and Household Characteristics of Artisans
	Characteristic
	#
	%

	
	
	

	Education
	
	

	No formal education
	3
	4.8%

	1-6 years
	6
	9.7%

	7-9 years
	24
	38.7%

	10-12 years
	24
	38.7%

	13-16 years
	5
	8.1%

	
	
	

	Age
	
	

	16-19
	5
	8.1%

	20-29
	33
	53.2%

	30-39
	7
	11.3%

	40-49
	10
	16.1%

	50-59
	3
	4.8%

	60-75
	4
	6.5%

	
	
	

	Household size
	
	

	1 person
	14
	22.6%

	2-4 persons
	33
	53.2%

	5-9 persons
	15
	24.2%

	
	
	

	Years employment with group
	
	

	1-5
	45
	72.6%

	6-10
	12
	19.4%

	11-15
	2
	3.2%

	16-20
	3
	4.8%

	
	
	

	Hours work per day
	
	

	2-7
	5
	8.2%

	8-10
	45
	73.8%

	11-14
	11
	18.0%

	
	
	

	Monthly income in cedis
	
	

	48,000-199,999
	5
	8.9%

	200,000-299,999
	18
	32.1%

	300,00-399,999
	6
	10.7%

	400,000-499,999
	10
	17.9%

	500,000-599,999
	9
	16.1%

	600,000-999,999
	5
	8.9%

	1,000,000-2,500,000
	3
	5.4%
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