Pascal Louis:
A New Beginning at The East Harlem School 
 

Imagine you are a twelve-year-old émigré. You have moved from Haiti to the United States, reuniting with your parents after many years apart.  Your new homeland is vast and its language unfamiliar; the public school you attend equally so. The violent uncertainty of Haiti is becoming a memory, but each day in this new city is bewildering. 

 

This was Pascal Louis' story. Settling in Central Harlem, Pascal first enrolled in a large, public elementary school. Unsatisfied with this school, Pascal’s family was thrilled to learn of The East Harlem School. Upon meeting Pascal, EHS administrators immediately recognized his curiosity, motivation, and dignity. When offered a place in the School's 7th grade, Pascal eagerly accepted.  
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From the start, Pascal thrived. Learning in a small classroom setting and receiving regular one-on-one tutoring, he maintained near-perfect homework and attendance records. Respected for his strong academic performance and admired as a gifted athlete, Pascal soon became a leader of his class.


By graduation, Pascal had also emerged as an intellectual. A love of mathematics blossomed, and his English became fluent. He especially distinguished himself in the school-wide poetry slam, writing and performing a powerful poem, “Je suis Haiti."

Indeed, Pascal is Haiti. But he is also The East Harlem School -- beloved by our school community, a warrior who combines gentleness with strength, and a confident young man with much to contribute to the world. 

Pascal Louis currently attends 9th grade at Beacon High School in New York City, where he earned starting positions on both the Varsity Soccer and Tennis teams while maintaining an A average.  He was recently awarded a scholarship to travel to Belize through Transform Abroad, a selective program providing funds for high school students to volunteer in developing countries.
With the support and guidance of The East Harlem School, Pascal and so many students like him graduate with the skills, confidence, and drive to succeed.
