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LEADERSHIP
The East Harlem School at Exodus House is governed by a dedicated 22 member Board of Trustees.  The Board, led by Ivan Hageman, Head of School, and Diana Brooks, Chair, guides the overall direction and financial sustainability of the School. 

EHS’s educational approach is the result of the wisdom, vision and integrity of Head of School Ivan M. Hageman, in collaboration with the School’s senior administrative team. Ivan attended Harvard University where after three years he received a Bachelor of Arts degree, magna cum laude, in Social Anthropology and later a Master's degree from Harvard's Graduate School of Education. After teaching in inner city public schools, Ivan returned to his alma mater, the Collegiate School, to run a diversity initiative.  He also taught history where he excelled in conceptualizing his distinctive educational vision and practical approach. It is this approach that has directly resulted in the academic success, productivity and moral fiber of the EHS students and alumni. 

Ivan is an educational entrepreneur who uses a blend of local East Harlem wisdom and Harvard polish.  Because he grew up in the neighborhood he real and imagined obstacles to success.

Ivan Hageman has received prestigious awards in his field including a summer Klingenstein Fellowship from Columbia University and the Next Generation Leadership Fellowship from the Rockefeller Foundation. He has been honored by the Iscol program at Cornell University and was a recipient of an Essence Award and the Robin Hood Foundation Hero Award. Ivan has also worked with the Charter Schools Institute at the State University at Albany to evaluate existing and prospective charter schoolsserves, he ensures that EHS delivers a pedagogy and curriculum that is responsive to the lived reality of the inner city youth and their community. Theory and practice work hand in hand here, with an awareness of the possibilities and challenges of Harlem.  The East Harlem School does not deliver a one size fits all curriculum. All EHS educators, students, and families have the advantage of Ivan’s perspective and experience.  Given his background and education, in many ways Ivan is an ideal person to guide inner city children through.
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