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FY 2006
Program Design

In FY ’06, the Reading Assistance Program operated in six sites:  our Elmhurst, Jamaica, South Jamaica and Woodside child guidance clinics and two schools:  PS 89 and MS 72.  At every site, each youth was evaluated by a reading specialist who then developed an individualized plan for tutoring.  Each youngster was then tutored twice a week from October to May.  The tutors were paid high school and college students.  They were carefully supervised by the reading specialist for their site.  The tutors implemented formal lessons that consisted of teaching a reading skill, providing supervised and independent practice of the skill, applying the skill in context (like a story) and completing a writing assignment based on the story.  The tutors provided direct, explicit and systematic instruction, utilizing auditory, visual, and tactile modalities.

From September of 2005 – June of 2006, we served 229 children.  Sixty percent were boys and 40% were girls.  

Ages:

Ethnicity:

7-11
65%
African American
38%
12-15
31%
Asian American
15%

16-18
4%
Caucasian
3%



Latino
44%

We pre- and post-tested all of the students using the Woodcock Reading Mastery Test to assess improvement in word identification and word attack.  The results were recorded in grade equivalent scores.  The grade equivalent scale reflects the yearly growth of achievement of average students.  Typically, students who are below average grow at a slower rate.  This fact is significant since all of our students were below average at the beginning of the year.  Above-average improvement (more than one year) was recorded for 81% of the students in word identification and for 88% in word attack, relative to their time in the program.  

We also pre- and post-tested all students using the Gates MacGinitie Reading Test (GMRT).  The GMRT makes it possible to compare students to a representative national norm.  It is similar to the reading test administered in schools to establish reading achievement during the school year.  The results of the post tests revealed that 85% improved in word decoding, 81% improved in vocabulary, 89% improved in comprehension and 85% improved in their total reading score.  
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