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TMI implemented a second round of the Election Connection project in Spring 

2006. Twenty-six schools participated and 100 students, primarily from K246, 

K055 and K062, filled out the pre-project surveys online. The following chart 

shows the number of surveys from each school and class: 

 

Schools Teachers 
Number of 
surveys 

IS 246 WALT WHITMAN (K246)  Ms. Youngman  26 

  Ms. Alexis  25 

IS 055 OCEAN HILL BROWNSVILLE (K055)  Ms. Owoseni  11 

  Mr. Casper  6 

  Ms. Smalls  1 

JHS 062 THE DITMAS (K062)  Ms. Miceli  16 

  N/A 2 

PS 037 MULTIPLE INTELLIGENCE S (X037) Ms. Sofka  1 

IS 339 SCHOOL OF COMM. TECH. (X339) Spevack  2 

THE SCHOLARS ACADEMY (Q323)  Mrs. Todes  1 

  Ms. Circo  1 

PS 027 AGNES Y HUMPHREY (K027)  Mr. Sloot  1 

PS 188 THE ISLAND SCHOOL (M188)  Ms. Alexis  1 

PS 189 LINCOLN TERRACE (K189)  Ms. Martin  1 

Not attributable   5 

Total   100 

 
For the first round, we analyzed five classes, all of which had submitted a 

complete set of surveys. In this round, the surveys were scattered over many 

classes, so we have analyzed them as a group. The results are almost exactly the 

same in terms of the order of their choices, but are like the middle groups in 

terms of percentages.   

 



As in the first round, they much preferred research and writing to making 

presentations, but almost 50 percent they even these were not activities that 

most of them liked “very much”:   

 
Tell us what you think about research and writing 

 

 
Do you like doing 

research? 
(n=94) 

Do you like  
writing papers? 

(n=91) 

Do you like  
making class presentations? 

(n=58) 

Yes, very much 34% 20% 31% 

Yes, sometimes 49% 48% 36% 

No, not very much 12% 23% 17% 

No, not at all 5% 9% 16% 

 
 

Their responses to a question about how easy or hard they found various tasks 

involved in writing confirmed that they found making presentations difficult—but 

not as difficult as comparing two sources that disagree. On the other hand, they 

considered finding information on the Internet and working in groups very easy. 

The percentages are roughly the same as for the first round, although this set of 

students tended to find all the tasks somewhat harder: 

 
Tell us how EASY or HARD you find the following tasks 

(n = 95) 
 

 Very easy 
Somewhat 

easy 
Somewhat 

hard 
Very hard 

Finding information on the 
Internet 

64% 25% 8% 2% 

Working in groups 59% 27% 9% 6% 

Revising your writing 55% 27% 10% 8% 

Organizing your writing 44% 44% 7% 5% 

Taking notes 43% 40% 14% 3% 

Proofreading your writing 39% 35% 22% 4% 

Supporting your ideas with 
facts 

35% 46% 14% 5% 

Making presentations in public 29% 24% 26% 21% 

Comparing two sources that 
disagree 

26% 30% 35% 9% 

 

Among all of the resources students use during their research, Internet websites 

are the top choice, far outpacing textbooks and library books:  

 
 
 
 



Tell us how OFTEN you use these resources when you are doing research. 
 

 Very often Sometimes 
Not very 
often 

Not at all 

Internet websites 77% 21% 2% 0% 

Your textbook 19% 49% 27% 6% 

Library books 22% 24% 27% 27% 

 
 
Almost all these students reported that they worked in groups and used 

computers for research at least sometimes, but they did not use computers for 

writing quite as frequently, presumably because this would need steady access: 

 

Tell us how OFTEN you do the following things in school? 
 

 Very often Sometimes 
Not very 
often 

Not at all 

Work in groups 63% 28% 7% 2% 

Use computers for research 53% 27% 16% 4% 

Use computers for writing 40% 32% 16% 12% 

Make presentations 33% 44% 21% 2% 

Total Respondents      94 

 
 

More of these students than in the first round reported that they had studied the 

Bill of Rights, the three branches of government, and the U.S. Constitution: 

 
Have you studied any American history? 

(n = 82) 

 

The Bill of Rights  85% 

The three branches of U.S. 
government  

77% 

The U.S. Constitution  74% 

The Articles of Confederation  33% 

None of these  4% 

 
 

The students were asked how they know if the information they find on the 

Internet is correct. As with the first group, about one-third said they did not know 

(“I don’t know, I just wing it.”) and another large group said it was correct 

because it was on the Internet:  

� “I think it’s correct because I believe it was made by really smart people.” 



� “Well, the computer is very accurate. And because it’s usually right. Also 

because you find more information on the computer than books.” 

� “I know that the information that I find on the internet is right because it 

is an internet and they have all the answers.” 

� “Yes the information I find on the internet is correct because the internet 

is like a dictionary if you don't find something in the dictionary I can go to 

the internet to find what you need.”  

� “I think the information that I find on the internet is correct because if the 

person who didn't know the answer for the question will not put it on the 

internet.” 

� “The internet is correct because I do it very often in my work and people 

do it too.” 

 

And some said the information they found must be correct because it was what 

they were looking for: 

� “Sometimes I don't know but if I know the information I am looking for I 

know it correct.” 

� “Because the internet tell everything about the information that we looking 

for.” 

�  “Well I don't know if it’s correct but I make sure it’s the information I 

need and that I was permitted to find.” 

� “I think that it is correct because on my computer when I use the Internet 

I get my information I want to find out and other computers they get 

similar information pertaining to mine.” 

 

A few were not able to distinguish between computers and the Internet: 

� “All the computers are the same.” 

� “It is easy to know that if your computer it’s good at almost 98% if it’s not 

your going to find a wrong answer. Me I always search again in another 

COMPUTER.” 

 

The more sophisticated, or better taught, said they would check what they found 

against other sources, including textbooks, other websites, teachers or other 

adults. Essentially, they said that if they find the same information in more than 

one place, then they consider it correct:  

� “I check other sources like other websites or text books. I also check the 

copy right.” 

� “It should match up with other sources.” 



� “It would be very similar to the other sources.” 

� “I check different sources and if it comes out to be some what similar then 

I use both.” 

� “I go search in the book in search if the are the same information” 

� “I know that the information I find is correct by looking at a text book.” 

� “Because my teacher discuss it with me.” 

� “I can usually determine if the information is correct if the same 

information is found in my textbook. However, I usually ask my teacher.” 

� “I look back at the textbook and do a real check.” 

� “To find if the information on the internet is correct, you can try a different 

website, or you can try a library book.” 

� “I know it is correct because the information that I found on the first 

website is similar to the ones I found at the other websites, so it must be 

correct.” 

� “I check it again and I check it with my teachers and my textbook and 

notes.” 

� “I know that the information is correct because after I finished researching 

I use the Encyclopedia to see if the information is correct or not.” 

� “Because the information I look for on the internet, is related to what I do 

in class. So if I notice something I did in class, I know the information is 

correct.” 

� “To know if the information is correct you have to check if the website you 

wanted is correct. Or by checking the information that you found with the 

information that you all ready have in a book or in writing.” 

� “By reading facts and the details that prove the facts.” 

 

One turned the argument for looking further on its head: 

� “How am I supposed to know! I don't even know if the information in the 

books are correct!” 

 

A few wrote about evaluating the specific websites they had found. Their 

responses indicate some teaching about such issues as timeliness and accuracy: 

� “I check to see by reading and looking at my details and see if it is right” 

� “If the site is valid and the dates it shows.” 

�  “You know if a source is correct if it is secondary or primary or the time it 

was posted.” 

� They will have information to support their opinion or it can be a first hand 

account.” 



� “Finding more information, or going over it again to see if the information 

makes sense.” 

� “Making sure I pick the right websites for my research.” 

 

The second open-ended question asked them, “What are your most important 

rights as an American?” A total of 84 students answered this question, with about 

half referring to freedom of speech. The rights they listed were as follows: 

 

Rights Frequency 

Freedom of speech 41 

Freedom 14 

Right to school/education 12 

Right to vote 11 

Freedom of religion 9 

Freedom of press 9 

Right of life, liberty 8 

Equity 6 

Own a gun 4 

 

In addition, a few students mentioned the right to privacy, to a fair trial, to the 

pursuit of happiness, and to own property. About 20 percent of the answers were 

either irrelevant or that they were not Americans. (This response is due to poor 

wording of our prompt; it needs to be changed.)  

 

The students were also asked, “Can you name some of your elected 

representatives? They can be elected to the city government or the state 

government or the federal government.” Eighty students responded, but 33 of 

these said they did not know any names and another 10 listed their class 

representatives. (Again, this may be the result of a poorly worded prompt, 

although we did not get these responses in the first round.) More than two-thirds 

of the 37 students listed George Bush, followed by Bloomberg and Pataki, and 

then by a string of lesser luminaries. The phonetic spelling for Chuck Schumer 

turned up in the previous group’s lists as well, but the historical figures are new:   

Name Frequency 

George Bush 27 

Bloomberg 16 

Pataki 12 

Dick Cheney 5 



Bill Clinton 3 

Chuck Schoomer 3 

Condelleza Rice 2 

Hillary Clinton 2 

Al Gore 1 

Arnold 
Schwarzenegger   

1 

Dianne Feinstein 1 

Theodore Roosevelt 1 

Woodrow Wilson 1 

 


