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2007 U.S. In the World Program: International Law and Foreign Policy

Evaluation Feedback

In the summer of 2007, Global Kids conducted the third annual U.S. In the World Summer Institute in collaboration with the Council on Foreign Relations, this year with a focus on international law and foreign policy. The summer program was made possible through the generous support of the Rockefeller Brothers Fund, the Arkin Family Foundation, and an anonymous donor. Held for three weeks, U.S. In the World involved a group of 32 high school students in leadership development and learning about a range of substantive issues, including human trafficking, global warming, and the role of international organizations. The participants participated in dialogues with leading foreign affairs experts and visited a host of international institutions. The following are the results of an evaluative survey of the summer program, which was completed by the students on the last day of the program (with some questions referring to a pre-program survey).
On a scale of 1 to 10, how confident are you in your ability to study and research issues relating to foreign policy and international law?

Pre Summer Program Average- 7. 38 

Post Summer Program Average- 9.33 


On a scale of 1 to 10, how comfortable do you feel talking about foreign policy and international law?

Pre Summer Program Average- 7.69

Post Summer Program Average- 9.12

One a scale of 1 to 10 how would you rate the workshops you participated in?

Average- 9.17

On a scale of 1 to 10 how would you rate the trips and visits?

Average- 9.5

On a scale of 1 to 10 how would you rate the staff and facilitators of the program?

Average- 9.67

On a scale of 1 to 10 how would you rate the video and film screenings?
Average- 9.64

On a scale of 1 to 10 how important is international law in the making of foreign policy decisions?

Average- 9.27

Do you feel that you have the ability to influence U.S. foreign policy?

Pre Summer Program Results: 

Not at all- 6%

Little- 17%

Some- 60%

A Great Deal- 17%
Post Summer Program Results:
Not at all- 0%

Little- 10%

Some- 28%

A Great Deal- 62%

How often do your friends and/or family discuss foreign policy issues and international affairs?

Pre Summer Program Results: 

All the Time- 10%

Sometimes- 47%

Occasionally- 27%

Rarely- 13%

Never- 3%

Post Summer Program Results:
All the Time- 28%

Sometimes- 52%

Occasionally- 10%

Rarely- 10%

Never- 0%

Name three important Foreign Policy issues which interest you:

· Genocide (15)

· Human Trafficking (12)

· Global Warming (12)

· Global Education (11)

· Nuclear Proliferation (5)

· Child Soldiers (4)

· Darfur (4)

· Immigration (4) 

· Human Rights (3)

· H.I.V./AIDS (3)

· Arab-Israeli Conflict (3)

· Water Scarcity (3)

· Iraq War (2)

· Poverty

· Iran’s Policy

· U.N. and other organizations

· War on Terrorism

· Child Labor

· Women’s Rights

· Water and Energy Policy

· Intellectual Property Rights

· Obstetric Fistula

Name a person, special interest group (SIG), organization, governmental body and country that influences U.S. foreign policy.
Person: 

· Kofi Annan (7)
· Ban Ki-Moon (5)
· President of U.S. (4)
· Gene Sperling (2)
· Colin Powell
· Ted Sorensen
· Citizens
· Zalmay Khalizad
· Me (Kafi Mavour)
· Condoleezza Rice
· United Nations Secretary General
· Richard Hass
Organization:

· United Nations (10)
· Council on Foreign Relations (5)
· UNICEF (5)
· NGOs (5)
· ICC (2)
· CIA (2)
· ENOUGH
· United Nations Educational Scientific Cultural Organizations
· Human Rights Watch
· Save Darfur Coalition
· UDHR
· Global Kids
· USAID
Governmental Body: 

· Congress (14)

· Executive Branch (2)

· Senate (2)

· United Nations (2)

· The Three Branches of Government

· State Department

Country: 

· United States (7)

· Iraq (4)

· China (4)

· Sudan (2)

· G8 Countries (2)

· African Countries 

· Singapore

· France

· India 

· Israel

· Iran

· All Countries Influence It

In your view, what principles and/or values should guide the shaping of U.S. foreign policy?
· Humanitarianism (6)

· Opinions and Perspectives of All (5)

· Religion (2)

· Respect (2)

· Equality (2)

· Open Mind (2)

· Education (2)

· Human Rights (2)

· Culture (2)

· Objectivity 

· Tolerance 

· Justice

· Freedom

· Diversity

· UNICEF

· Not Relying on Self Interest

· Prevention of Genocide

· Protection of the People

· Helping Other Countries

· Maintaining Peace Between Countries

· Language

· Moral Values

· Opinions of Children

· Opinions of All Cultures (not just Americans)

· Understanding others

· Principles from the U.N. Charter and R2P

· Communication

Where do you get most of your information about current international events and/or U.S. foreign policy?
Television (List stations and/or network): 

· CNN (16)
· BBC (11)
· Fox 5 News (5)
· Al Jazeera (2)
· ABC (2)
· PBS (2)
· WB11
· C-Span
· NY1
· My 9 News
· Bangladeshi News Channel
· MSNBC
· NBC 
· BET News

Newspapers (List the Name/s of newspaper/s): 

· New York Times (16)

· AM New York (7)

· Metro (3)

· Washington Post (2)

· Wall Street Journal (2)

· Daily News (2)

· The Post (2)

· The Philadelphia Inquirer

· Caribbean Life

· Newsday

· Bangladeshi newspapers

· New York Observer

· Canarsie Courier

Magazines (List Titles): 

· Foreign Affairs (5)

· The Economist (4)

· Time (4)

· Newsweek (3)

· New Yorker (2)

· Foreign Policy 

· Foreign Relations

· Spin

· National Geographic

· The New York Times Magazine

· Rolling Stone

· Time Out

· CFR Magazine

Internet (List any websites): 

· BBC.com (6)

· CNN.com (4)

· Yahoo (4)

· Google News (3)

· CFR.org (2)

· NYtimes.com

· Newsdirectory.com

· NPR.org

· TrinidadExpress.com

· MSN

· Reuters.com

Conversations with friends and/or relatives (Y/N): 

· Y (23)

· N (1)

Other: 

· Summer institute at Global Kids

· History Class

· CFR

Feedback:

· This program went beyond my expectations. 

· ‘Wow’ is all I can say.  You guys are the best people I’ve ever met in my life.  I always say this and I’m saying it again, I don’t think I ever regret a day that I joined GK.  God Bless and keep up the good work.  

· I learned a lot and met some of the best people. 

· I don’t have enough words. I loved it [the program].  I learned things about myself that I need to work on more.  

· I have acquired a vast amount of information regarding international law and foreign policy.  

· I am able to express myself more freely and understand critical issues. 

· Amazing people and workshops! I’ve learned so much and have grown from this experience.  

· This was one of the best experiences I’ve ever had and I regret not participating in it much earlier.  

· This program exceeded my expectations.  I thought it would be boring but there was a lot of interesting issues I hadn’t known about that I am now exposed to.  I loved it! You guys rock!

· I loved it.  One of the best experiences of my life! I will never forget it! I wish I could join next year! Thanks a lot for everything!

· I really enjoyed it a lot!! You definitely have to continue this for future kids because it is a very valuable experience.  

· My expectations of learning more and meeting new people were far surpassed.  

· I have learned a large amount of new information about all the topics I thought I knew a lot about and the ones I knew nothing about.  

· I have accomplished something I never thought of: I have been able to think about things that sometimes the most educated people don’t even know; and it feels good.  

· I loved it and I can’t wait to tell all the freshmen, sophomores, and juniors in my school to join GK and do this program. 

· I met great people, learned new things, and really have been inspired.  

· I have learned and accomplished many things.  I am honored to have been taught by so many intelligent people.  

· I got the opportunity to meet new friends and am leaving knowing that I can impact the whole world.  

· This program was wonderful and it was a wonderful experience.  I’ve made many new friends and I love you all. I’m taking this experience with me for life.  Thank you!
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