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Raising A Reader® is a take-home book bag program that promotes daily “book cuddling” between parents and their children from birth to age 5, cultivating a shared story experience that fosters a love of reading important to school success. It reaches disadvantaged, low-income families where parents may be poor readers or do not speak English well. Since 2000, Raising A Reader has cumulatively served over 300,000 children since 2000 through 95 affiliate partners in over 150 communities across 33 states. To date, over 100,000 red book bags are circulating around the country annually. 
The Raising A Reader theory of change consists of five anchor behaviors that lead to desired changes of family bonding, early brain development and school readiness. 
If…
· Children drive the process and the Red Book Bag and books become a favorite toy;
· Parents learn and engage in read-aloud strategies and develop a regular routine of book cuddling;

· Program professionals learn how to train parents in advanced read-aloud strategies and early brain development;

· The book bag delivery system is turnkey: a simple, sustainable routine that is easily managed in a number of diverse settings;

· Families get to know and use their local library, drawn in by their child and the power of the Blue Library Bag;

Then… 
Children benefit from healthy brain development, family bonding, and increased early literacy skills—all proven elements for lifetime success. They enter kindergarten with a love of books and ready to learn to read.
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A dozen independent evaluations have proven that Raising A Reader makes a positive and lasting impact, significantly improving both family reading behavior and kindergarten readiness:
1. First 5 Sonoma County (2006)

2. Aspen, Colorado (2005)

3. Multnomah County Library (2005)

4. Marin County (2004-05)
5. Norfolk, Virginia (2004)

6. San Francisco United Way (2003)
7. Santa Clara County Home Visiting Program (2003)
8. Sonoma County (2002)

9. Santa Clara County Head Start (2001)

10. San Mateo County (2000)
11. San Mateo County, Child Observation Form (2000)

12. San Mateo County Nurses, Pre to Three (2000)
Highlights from these evaluations include:
· The program has demonstrated a 471% increase in the percentage of low-income parents sharing books with their children five or more times each week. (San Francisco, 2004)
· Head Start children in Raising A Reader for 8 months tested at least twice as high as the national norms for Head Start children in readiness skills of book knowledge, print concepts and story comprehension. (Santa Clara County, 2001)
· There was a 337% growth in the percentage of Spanish-speaking parents taking their children to the library at least once a month. (Santa Clara County, 2001)
Raising A Reader headquarters continues to explore opportunities to assess impact and validate our theory of change from a variety of perspectives. Current evaluations include:
· Faculty at Stanford University’s Schools of Education and Medicine are executing a ground breaking, longitudinal study to explore the effect of Raising A Reader on parent-child bonding and emergent literacy of toddlers in Latino families. The researchers have shared promising preliminary findings and have submitted abstracts to Spring 2007 academic conferences.

· W.K. Kellogg Foundation and Dr. Susan Landry at the University of Texas’ State Center for Early Childhood Development are partnering in Fall 2006 in a $1.6 million rigorous three-year evaluation of Raising A Reader’s impact on Texas’ state-mandated pilot effort to improve kindergarten readiness. 

· In 2003, Smart Start Oklahoma chose RAR as the early literacy program for Oklahoma’s School Readiness Initiative. This fall, they will be evaluating the impact of Raising A Reader on members of the Cherokee Nation in Oklahoma. 

