August 6, 2007
Holden Karnofsky
Executive Director
The Clear Fund
holden@clearfund.org
Subject:  Proposal
Dear Mr. Karnofsky:

It was a pleasure to receive your request for applications last month.  The SEEP Network prides itself in its work in the microfinance industry and we appreciate your approaching us to help fund our work.  As the foremost industry association, SEEP is the leader in connecting microfinance and micro enterprise practitioners to the latest knowledge, practices and tools as it often sets the standards itself. 

The Small Enterprise Education and Promotion (SEEP) Network requests $25,000 to conduct two case studies to supplement the “Promising Practices” section of the HIV/AIDS and Microenterprise Development project (HAMED).  This will help to enhance world-wide dissemination of microfinance and microenterprise development best practices and knowledge management in areas affected by HIV/AIDS through our forthcoming HAMED Guide, which will focus on best practices in these situations.  This aspect of the project is important because it will be critical to the guide’s ability to help enable micro entrepreneurs working in HIV/AIDS-affected areas to become economically self-sustaining. 
SEEP’s work both past and present on this project and others integrate all of the Clear Fund’s priorities.  SEEP has proven its effectiveness with more than 20 years of microfinance experience and industry adoption.  SEEP’s members have a client base including over 50,000 microfinance institution branches and as many as 23 million people, our work is highly cost effective and scalable.  Finally, we are committed to transparent evaluation of our work to ensure maximum quality and impact of our projects for the benefit of the people we serve.
Please find enclosed with this cover letter our proposal for funding from the Clear Fund.  Included with the proposal are five appendices containing illustrative examples of SEEP’s work.  Each example demonstrates SEEP’s power to convene thought leaders, and to capture and disseminate best practices to the global community.  We will be pleased to respond to any questions regarding this proposal and look forward to building a partnership with the Clear Fund.
Sincerely,
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Melissa Nussbaum

Special Projects Manager 

