This email was sent to MedShare International on July 21, 2007, by Dr. William Kirker.  Dr. Kirker is a surgeon at the Maine-Soroa Hospital, a public hospital in Niger.  The hospital received a MedShare container which arrived on June 23, 2007.  In the months before the arrival of the container, the 50-bed hospital served an average of 15 in-patients and 15 out-patients per day.  As of late July, the hospital’s 50 beds are constantly full and the staff is able to treat over 60 out-patients per day.

“Hi to all, I thought I would take a minute to say hello.  I got up a little early this Saturday morning and low and behold the internet is working.  I don't know for how much longer though as the town offices will be coming on line soon and then "all hope is lost, once we enter those portals."  We are fine and working hard.  It is very pleasant work emotionally to be helping those who so much are in need of ones assistance and do care that you are there helping them.  I have never found a nicer people than those of Maine-Soroa.  We certainly want to thank, yet once again, MAP and Medshare for their wonderful gifts to this area and the country as a whole.  Every day I use the medicines that were sent and we are integrating all the equipment and supplies into daily use also in the hospital and dispensary.  It takes a while to get all the new equipment in place and replacing the old that is pretty well worn out, but all goes well.  The new beds for instance have increased our operating ability by fifty percent and the instruments now are new and sharp.  Gloves are in use all the time and aprons and gowns and catheters, etc. are in constant use as I walk around the grounds.  Every day hundreds of meds that MAP sent are dispensed here, free of charge.  It is just wonderful!  Again thank you MAP and Medshare for these beautiful tools that I assure you we are daily using and using daily, all day long.  I sat and said to myself the other day in my office, my what a different time it would be if we didn't have those two containers.  Believe me their contents are so much in use.  Never think for a moment that you have not done something absolutely fantastic. Thank you Thank you Thank you.”
� In the email, MAP refers to MAP (Medical Assistance Programs) International.





