Preventing Starvation in Africa

Cause 1 - Attachment 1

Convoy of Hope has received significant recognition from a variety of entities for its efforts around the world.  Please find below some samples of articles and a press release indicating the nature and goals of various COH relief projects and efforts.  It is also significant to note that Convoy of Hope is a recipient of the prestigious, Four Star Charity Award from Charity Navigator and has been accepted as a Best of America by the Independent Charities of America, COH is a member of the Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability (ECFA)  and the  Association of Evangelical Relief and Development Organizations (AERDO).
NEWS RELEASE 

October 30, 2006 

Convoy of Hope rebuilds in Uganda 


For Immediate Release:
Springfield, Mo. —  For decades a civil war between the Ugandan government and the Lord’s Resistance Army, an extreme paramilitary group, has racked northern Uganda. Thousands of Ugandans — including women and children — have been killed, raped, tortured, mutilated, kidnapped and forced to fight with the LRA.
 
For several years, hopelessness was a constant companion of the more than 1.6 million refugees caught in the middle of the war. Adding to their misery were bleak conditions in many refugee camps that were plagued by disease, had inadequate food supplies, poor sanitation and few educational opportunities.
 
Convoy of Hope and other non-governmental agencies from around the world responded swiftly and generously to the crisis and helped curb many problems in the camps. But a recent truce between the government and rebels has brought a steady ray of hope to countless Ugandans. 

Still, tensions remain high as the displaced move back to their villages to rebuild their mud-hut homes and farmlands that were destroyed during the fighting. 
 
To continue making a difference in the lives of Ugandans, Convoy of Hope, with its international headquarters in Springfield, Mo., embarked on a project that will provide 30 community center buildings in the region that will serve as medical clinics, schools, counseling centers, houses of worship and agriculture stations. 
 
“Nearly 2 million people have been made homeless as a result of the war and emotional scars inflicted on the country will take years to heal,” says international director Kenton Moody. “These centers are the beginning of a provision of hope.”
 The goal of the centers is not only to assist people with their basic needs, but also to inspire them to begin rebuilding their homes and reestablishing their farms and villages. To help speed that process along Convoy of Hope is also providing seeds, pots, pans and even homes for ministers in the area.

Local groups take water-filtration business to Africa

The Springfield Business Journal

By SBJ Staff
Feburary 5th, 2007

Drury University’s Students in Free Enterprise and Springfield-based Convoy of Hope will travel to Africa next month to help two families start a water-filtration business that will provide drinking water for one of the continent’s poorest countries.

On March 17, the travelers will head to Zambia, where the poverty rate is higher than 70 percent. The trip will coincide with World Water Day on March 22, a day designated by the United Nations to draw attention to the more than 1 billion people worldwide who don’t have access to clean drinking water.

SIFE students and Convoy representatives will train two families on the construction of bio-sand filters, providing them the opportunity to start their own business.

“This will provide a level of income way beyond what they’re capable of doing now and will make a difference by providing pure water in the surrounding villages,” said Chris Mitchell, SIFE director, in a news release.

The filters can provide 60 gallons of clean water a day, which would meet the needs of 15 people. Families in Zambia on average use less than 10 gallons of water per day.

The filters cost about $30 to make and require minimal upkeep.
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Convoy of Hope to increase awareness of World Water Day


The Springfield News-leader

March 22nd, 2007

More than 1.4 billion people lack access to clean water and a child dies every 10 seconds because of unclean water.


Convoy of Hope will increase awareness of this dire need as it recognizes World Water Day on March 22. Convoy of Hope is sponsoring a weeklong display at Battlefield Mall in conjunction with a variety of other activities throughout Southwest Missouri. ³World Water Day is an opportunity to think about people who don¹t have clean water, which causes us to want to do something to help them,² says Convoy of Hope Corporate Relations Director Rick Waggoner. ³It is very difficult to just ignore the problem once you know about it.²
The interactive display featured at Battlefield Mall from March 19-25 will demonstrate the bio-sand water filters that the organization distributes in countries around the world; it will also highlight their well-drilling projects. Visitors will have the opportunity to pour unclean water into the simple bio-sand filtration system and witness the clean water that soon pours out. These efficient filters cost around $30 to create and daily provide enough water for a household after removing 99% of contaminants.

Recently, Convoy of Hope staff trained Drury University students in the production of the bio-sand filters. The students are devoting their spring break, March 17-29, to constructing water filters in Zambia, one of the poorest nations in the world. Also coinciding with World Water Day, a Convoy of Hope team is in Uganda, where bio-sand filters will be life-sustaining gifts to people who are reestablishing their lives after years of a violent civil war.

World Water Day was established in 1993 by the United Nations in an effort  to draw global attention to the devastating lack of clean water in many places around the world.

Convoy of Hope invites the public to take advantage of these opportunities  to learn and help meet the physical needs of those less fortunate.
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